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A  SERMON,  &c. 


i  Thejfalonians ,  iv.  13. 

«  I  WOULD  NOT  HAVE  YOU  TO  BE  IGNORANT,  BRETHREN, 

U  CONCERNING  THEM  THAT  ARE  ASLEEP,  THAT  YE 
“  SORROW  NOT,  EVEN  AS  OTHERS,  WHICH  HAVE  NO 

u  HOPE.” 

Man  is  formed,  by  the  great  Author  of  nature,  pro¬ 
pitious  to  the  focial  life:  he  gives  ample  proof  of  this, 
in  his  domeftic,  civil,  commercial,  and  religious-  m- 
tercourfe.  Yet,  the  Chriftian  religion,  is  wifely  de- 
figned,  and  commodioufly  adapted,  to  improve  his 
focial  powers,  by  impregnating  them  with  principles 
of  more  catholic,  more  permanent,  and  more  exalted 
benevolence. 

The  apollle  Paul  having  heard,  that  fome  of  the 
members  of  the  Chriftian  church,  at  Thelfalonica,  nad 
departed  this  life  ;  and  that  furviving  friends  and  re¬ 
latives  were  much  affedted  thereby---having  loft  their 
fociety,  their  counfel,  and  friendfhip  ;  he,  wiftiing  to 
leffen  their  immoderate  grief,  and  adminifter  conlola- 
tion  to  their  forrowful  hearts,  alFures  them,  upon  the 
foundation  of  revealed  religion,  that  they  thould  meet 
them  again,  in  a  better  world,  embrace  each  other, 
and  part  no  more.  In  our  text  he  fays,  1  would  not 
have  you  to  he  ignorant ,  brethren ,  concerning  them  nvhich 
are  afltcji ,  that  ye  for  row  not ,  even  as  others  which,  have 

A  3  «« 
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no  hope  :  And  in  verfe  14,  we  learn  what  he  means  by 

* 

the  term  afleep ,  namely ,flceping,  or  dying,  in  Jefus. 

Our  deceafed,  and  much  valued  friend,  being 
fully  perfuaded  in  himfelf,  that  his  affliction  would 
baffle  the  fkill  of  the  ableff  phyficians,  and  foon  ter¬ 
minate  in  ghaflly  death,  frequently  made  ufe  of  thefe 
words,  to  confole  his  relatives  on  the  expeCted  event: 
and,  looking  forward,  he  realized  death  with  pleafure,. 
felt  unfhaken  at  its  approach,  and  rejoiced  in  certain 
hope  of  felicitating  joys  beyond  the  grave. 

That  the  text  may  be  rendered  ufeful  to  us,  who 
are  affembled  together  on  the  prefent  mournful  oeca- 
fion,  I  fhall  endeavour  to  confider, 

First,  what  fieeping  in  Jefus  fuppofes  ; 
Secondly,  what  it  implies ;  and 
Thirdly,  view  the  words,  as  defigned  to  com¬ 
fort  furviving  relatives  on  the  death  of  their  friends, 
that  they  fiorrow  not ,  even  as  others  which  have  no  hope. 

And  First,  this  Jleeping  in  Jefus ,  fuppofes  the 
ipeculative  knowledge  of  the  dodrines  of  the  Chrif- 
tian  religion,  when  alive  in  the  body.  The  fcrip- 
tures  fuppofe  man  to  be  a  fallen,  guilty,  miferable, 
helplefs,  and  loff  creature,  under  the  curfe  of  the  law 
of  God,  and  liable  to  everlafting  punithment :  They 
affirmatively  declare  this  to  be  our  cafe.  By  one  man , 
(viz.  Adam,  fays  St.  Paul)  fin  entered  into  the  world ,  and 
death  by  fn  •  and fo  death paffed  upon  all  men,  for  that  for 
rather,  in  whom,  i.  e.  in  Adam)  all  have  finned ;  finned, 
and  come  fieri  of  obtaining  the  glory  of  God ,  or  eternal 
life,  by  the  firfl  covenant  of  God  with  man  (a), 

Adam, 

(aj  Rom.  v.  1  a.  Rom.  ili.  23. 
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Adam,  the  federal  head  of  mankind,  having  fin- 
ned  himfelf,  and  introduced  fin  into  the  'world,  all 
his  pofierity,  are  conceived  in  Jin ,  and  Jhajien  in  ini¬ 
quity  (b).  The  wicked  are  eftranged  from  the  womb ,  they 
go  of  ray  as  foon  as  they  be  born ,  fjieaking  lies  (c ) .  Mofes, 
fpeaking  of  the  antediluvians,  fays,  And  God  faw  that 
the  wickednef  of  man  was  great  in  the  earth,  and  that 
every,  or,  the  whole,  imagination  of  the  thoughts,  and  the 
purpofes  and  defires,  of  his  heart  was  only  evil  continually, 
or  every  day  (d).  David,  deferring  the  corruption 
of  a  natural  man,  fays,  The  fool  hath  faid  in  his  heart,. 
There  is  no  God.  :  they  are  corrujit,  they  have  done  abomina¬ 
ble  works,  there  is  none  that  doeth  good.  The  Lord  looked 
down  jr  om  heaven  upon  the  children  of  men,  to  fee  if  there 
ivere  any  that  did  underfand,  and  feek  God.  They  are  all  gone 
afde,  they  are  altogether  become  filthy  :  there  is  none  that  doeth 
good,  no  not  one  (e) ,  Jeremiah’s  teftimony,  to  the  truth 
of  this,  is,  The  heart  is  deceitful  above  all  things,  and 
defperately  wicked  (f).  And  our  Lord  confirms  the 
whole,  where  he  fays,  From  within,  out  of  the  heart  of 
man,  proceed  evil  thoughts ,  adulteries,  fornications,  mur¬ 
ders,  thefts,  covetoufnefs,  wickednefs,  deceit,  lafeivioufnefs, 
an  evil  eye,  blafphemy,  pride,  foolifimefs  (g) .  We  have 
one  uniform  tefiimony,  of  the  great  degeneracy  of 
man,  from  the  beginning  of  the  bible  to  the  end  of 
it;  and  the  truth  of  thefe  records  is  confirmed  by  the 
experience  of  all  ages,  and  generations  of  men,  from 
the  beginning  of  the  world,  to  this  prefect  time  :  the 
neceffary  confequence  of  which  is,  that  every  mouth  is 

fiopped,  none  innocent,  and  all  the  world  is  become  guilty 
before  God  (h )  . 


A& 


<h>  Pfa- ,  5-  (c)  Pfa.  Iviii.  3.  (d)  Gen 

(f)  Jer.  xvii,  9,  (g)  Mark  vii.  21 , 


•  vi.  5.  (ejViA.xw. 

zz,  (h)  Rom.  iii,  19, 
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As  the  Chriftian  religion  fuppofes  man  to  be  in 
this  wretched,  miferable  date,  by  nature  and  prac¬ 
tice  ;  fo  it  alio  brings  him  good  tidings  of  great  joy,  which 
Jhali  be  to  all  people,  namely,  a  Saviour,  which  is  thrift 
the  Lord  ( i ).  The  name  of  the  Saviour  is  *  ffejus,  (k) 

a  name  that  is  big  with  falvation,  and  imports  no¬ 
thing  lets  than  complete  deliverance ;  deliverance 
from  Sin,  its  guilt,  dominion,  pollution,  and  curie  ; 
from  Satan,  his  power,  fervice,  malice,  and  govern¬ 
ment  ;  from  the  World,  its  fpirit,  maxims,  and  fnares  : 
and  alfo,  it  gives  the  certain  enjoyment  ot  grace 
here,  of  pardon,  peace,  and  holinefs;  and  the  full 
polfeffion  of  glory  hereafter,  of  the  viiien  of  God, 
the  fociety  of  angels  and  faints,  and  pleafures,  infi¬ 
nitely  great,  and  eternally  new. 

This  Saviour,  }efus  Chrifl,  is  God  and  man,  in 
one  perfon.  As  God,  he  is  the  fecond  Perfon  in  the 

ever 

(I)  Luke  ii.  io,  n.  (k)  Matt.  i.  21. 

*  Jefus  is  our  Lord’s  perfonal  name ;  not  a  name  merely  o£ 
office,  as  the  names  Thrift,  Meffiah,  Mediator,  See.  are.  It  was 
not  given  him  by  private  fancy,  as  parents  give  names  to  their 
children  ;  not  by  Mary  his  mother,  nor  by  Jofeph  his  reputed 
father;  but  by  God  himfelf,  by  the  miniftration  of  an  angel,  be¬ 
fore  his  conception  and  birth,  communicated  firft  to  Mary,  and 
then  to  Jofeph.  Jofhua  in  the  Hebrew,  and  Jefus  in  the  Greek, 
are  of  the  fame  fignificiftion,  both  meaning  a  Saviour.  There 
were  two  Jolhuas,  under  the  Old  Teftament,  who  were  illuftrious 
types  of  our  Jefu.s ;  Jofhua  the  fon  of  Nun,  Ifrael’s  captain  at  their 
firft  fettlement  in  Canaan ;  and  Jofhua  the  fon  of  Jofedech,  that 
was  their  high-prieft  at  their  return  from  the  Babylonian  captivity. 
The  former  of  thefe  [ofhuas,  is  twice,  in  the  New  Teftament, 
called  Jefus.  ACts  vii,  45.  and  Heb.  iv.  8.  Jolhua,  the  fuc- 
ceffor  of  Mofes,  was  firft  called  Hefea  ;  but  Mofes  upon  the 
borders  of  Jordan,  to  confirm  the  faith  of  lh.e  Ifraelites  of  God’s 
giving  them  victory  over  the  Canaanites,  under  the  command  of 
Jofhua,  prefixed  the  firft  fy liable  of  his'  own  name,  the  name 
Jehovah,  to  Jofhua’s,  making  it  Jehofhua;  which  fignifies,  Jehovah 
(hall  face  by  Jolhua;  or,  [ehovah  fnall  be  with  Jofhua,  to  fave 
you.  Numb.  xiii.  x6.  Jehofhua,  by  contraction  Jolhua,  and 
with  the  Greek  termination,  Jefus. 
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ever  bleiled  and  glorious  Trinity.  This  is  a  doarine 
unknown  to  the  religion  of  nature;  but  it  is  mod 
cieaiiy  revealed  in  the  holy  fcriptures.  We  read 
there  of  three  glorious  Per'fons,  under  the  names  of 
x' ather.  Son,  and  Holy  Ghoft.  We  find  that  each 
of  tuefe  is  difima  from  each  other  ;  ditlin£t  perfonal 
properties  and  addons  are  afcribed  to  them  ;  and  the 
divine  eflence  belongs  to  all  three.  There  are  three 
:;a‘  bear  record  in  heaven  ;  the  Father,  the  Word, 
and  the  Holt  Ghost:  and  thefe  three  are  one  (l), 
This  is  a  plain  revelation  of  the  Trinity.  Here  are 
three  perfons,  or  perfonal  fubtiances,  manifeftly  dif- 
unguiflied  from  one  another  ;  fince  otherwife  there 
could  not  be  this  threefold  witnefs;  and  yet  their 
Unity  is  exprefsly  aflerted.  This  prime  article  of 
Revealed  religion,  is  indeed  royfterious;  and  fo  mull 
every  thing,  that  concerns  the  nature  of  God,  be  to 
«s.  We  do  not  pretend  to  explain  the  mode  of  it, 
becaufe  that  is  not  revealed,  and  confequently  is  in¬ 
explicable,  covered  with  impenetrable  darknefs. 
We  believe  the  fafl,  but  how  it  is  fo,  we  know  not, 
and  therefore  do  not  believe  any  thing  about  it. 

As  God,  he  is  alfo  an  eternal,  necetfary,  felf. 
exiftent,  and  independent  Being.  The  holy  fcrip¬ 
tures  afcrihe  to  him  the  proper  names  of  the  fupreme 
God  ;  all  the  effential  properties,  perfeflions,  or  at- 
Irmutes,  of  God  ;  the  works  which,  on  all  tides,  are 
acknowledged  God  only  can  perform,  fuch  as  the 
works  of  creation,  providence,  and  grace,  the  refur- 
rection  of  the  dead,  judging  the  world,  and  divine 

religious 
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religious  worfliip  in  the  feveral  parts-  of  it.* — He  is 
alfo  man  ;  the  eternal  Word  was  made  fieJh,  i.  e.  he  af- 
fumed  human  nature  ( m ).  God  was  manifejl  in  the 
jlefh  (#),  lie  took  part  of  flejh  and  blood  (o).  He  is  both 
God  and  man  in  one  Perfon  :  He  was  a  divine  per- 
fon  from  eternity;  and  in  the  fulnefs  of  time  he  took 
the  human  nature  into  union  with  the  divine,  as  fub- 
iitfingr  in  his  Perfon:  And  therefore,,  he  is  Piled 

D  -Mr- 

Immanuel ,  God  with  us  (ji) ,  which  is  a  chara6ter  and 
name  inclutive  of  his  two  natures,  divine  and  human. 
The  union  of  thefe  two,  natures  in  the  perfon  of 
Ghrift,  is  clofe  and  infeparable  ;  yet  without  mixture 
and  confufion,  or  tranfmutation,  and.  without  real  and 
perfonal  diftinaion.  This  is  the  wonderful,  myfte- 
I'iousr  conftitution  of  his  Perfon  \  and  it  is  flngujar  and 
peculiar  to  himfelf ;  and  in  which  he  differs  from  all 
others.  He  is  the,  mighty  God  \q)y  the  great  God.  (f)% 
the  true  God  (f),  God  over  all ,  and  lleffed  for  ever  (t)f 
And  yet,  the  fame  Perfon  is  man,  the  feed  of  David  (x)^ 

eai% 

M  John  i.  14.  fn)'  1  Tim.  Hi.  16.  (0)  Heb.  ii.  14. 

(p.)  Ifa.  vii,  14.  Matt.  i.  23*  (d)  ?.*  (?'  r^*tus  U*  *3* 

(J)  1  John  v.  20.  (0  Rom.  ix.  5.  («)  Rom.  i.  3. 

*  «  The  divinity  of  Jefus/*  fays  an  able  author,  u  I  conceivp 
to  be  the  chief  corner-ftone  in  the  edifice  of  Chriftiamty.  Re¬ 
move  this  from  the  building,  and  the  whole  fabric  immediately 
totters,  the  foundation  is  ihak.cn  to  the  very  centre.  There  ap¬ 
pears  at  once,  an  evident  difproportion  between  the  end  and  the 
means,  the  importance  of  the  object  propofed,  and  the  perfon  by 
whom  it  was  accompliihed.  And  then  the  great  dodti  ine  of  atone¬ 
ment  and  expiation,  by  the  blood  ot  its  Author,  tails  to  thegiound, 
and  all  the  rich  promiles  ot  the  gofpel  are  done  away.  Again, 
«  The  divinity  of  Jeius  is  fo  confpicuous  a  feature  in  the  gofpel, 
and  is  fupported  by  evidences  which  prefs  upon  us  fo  clofely  on 
every  fide,  that  I  flatter  myfelf,  there  is  not  any  one  point  o., 
Ch rift’s  religion  more  capable  ot  being  clearly  proved  and  alcei- 
tamed,  than  his  claim  to  a  divine  nature.” 

Hawker's  Sermons ,  [lag.  8,  40. 
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eat,  drank  (x),  encreafed  in  wifdom  (y),  Jlept  (z)9 
grieved  ( a ),  rejoiced  (b),  was  crucified,  and  died  (c). 
And  this  myfferious  conftitution  of  his  Perfon,  quali¬ 
fied  him  for  the  work  of  our  Redemption  and  Salva¬ 
tion.  His  humanity  rendered  him  capable  of  obey¬ 
ing  and  fuffering  for  us ;  and  his  divinity  fupported 
his  humanity  under  all  its  requifite,  proper  work ; 
and  flampt  upon  his  obedience  and  bufferings,  a  va¬ 
lue,  dignity,  and  efficacy,  fufficient  to  the  great  ends 
intended  thereby,  namely,  the  fat  is  fa  61  ion  of  God’s 
juflice,  and  the  purchafe  of  our  falvation. 

Our  Saviour  redeemed  us,  and  brought  about 

our  falvation,  not  only  by  his  a6tive  obedience  to  the 

precepts  of  the  law,  given  to  Adam  in  a  ftate  of  per- 

fe&  innocence,  but  alfo,  by  fuffering  its  penalties, 

efpecially  in  his  death.  Death  was  threatened,  as 

the  penalty  of  the  tranfgreffion  of  the  law  (d) .  Chi  ill 

fubftiluted  himfelf  in  our  place,  and  bore  the  penalty 

of  the  law  for  us,  that  curfe  and  death  it  threatened. 

He  buffered  for  us  through  his  whole  life;  hence  is 

he  called,  a  man  of  forrows  ( e )  ;  but  eminently  on  the 

Ctofs,  to  which  he  was  nailed,  and  on  which  he  died. 

His  entire  human  nature  was  the  fubjefl  of  his  fuf- 

'ferings  :  he  buffered  in  both  foul  and  body,  as  is 

plain  from  the  gofpel  hiflory.  His  bufferings,  ffniffied 

in  his  death,  were  a  proper  and  full  fatisfadlion  to 

the  demands  of  juflice  for  all  the  fins  of  mankind. 

Their  fatisfa&ory,  meritorious  -virtue,  was  derived 

from  the  dignity  of  his  Perfon.  We  were  reconciled  to 

God  by  his  death  (f),  he  made  peace ,  through  the 

BXOOD 

/ x)  John  iv.  7,  -31.  (y)  Luke  ij.  52.  fxf  Matt.  viii.  24. 

■  (a)  Mark  iii.  5.  *(b)  Lukex.  21.  (c)  Matt.  xxvn.  35,50, 

jd)  Gen.  ii.  17.  (e)  Ila.  Ini*  3*  (/)  ff°m'  v*  l0. 
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blood  of  his  erofs(g),  hath  redeemed  us  to  God  Mis 
blood  (li),  put  chafed  us  -with  his  own  blood  it) 
his  blood  wasjhed for  the  remiffton  of  fins  (k),  for  with- 
out  Jheddmg  of  blood  no  remiff, on  (l),  we  are 
juflified  by  his  blood  (m),  in  %uhom  w  w  reJ 

twn  though  his  blood,  the  forgivenefs  of  fns  in). — 
Thefe,  a„d  a  mu|titude  of  0(her  portions  Qf  fhg 

word  of  God,  fliew,  that  Chrift’s  death  was  a  ple¬ 
nary  fatisfaflion,  to  the  demandsof  infinitely  incenfed 
jultice,  for  the  fins  of  mankind  *. 

That  our  Saviour  might  apply  the  purchafed  fat- 
vation,  he  rofe  from  the  dead,  afcended  into  heaven, 
triumphing  over  death  and  hell,  and  there  makes  in- 
terceihon  forthofe  he  had  redeemed  ,  and,  by  his  Spi- 
nt  fent  down  from  thence  for  that  purpofe,  as  the 
confequence  of  Ins  afcenfion,  exaltation,  and  inter- 
ceffion,  he  makes  obedient  fouls  partakers  of  that 
branch  of  faction,  which  confifls  in  an  internal 

™;  on  their  hearts,  whereby  they  are 

futeene,  (o)  renewed  [ft),  forgiven  {q)  fan  fifed  (,•), 

Comfoited  (/),  made  met, for  (/;,  and  afterward  received 
into  glory  (a). 

oSme 

is)  ^°h  h  20.  (^)  Rev.  v.  o.  (j\  a/>q  vv  .,0  /i\  »»  . 

xxvi.  28.  (A  Heb  iv  <  W  Aits  XX.  28  (£)  Matth. 

(0;  £ph.  11.  1.  (ji)  Rom.  xii.  2,  (<7)  CoJ  ii  id  (Sir  *•*  ' 

Jo h'^.AaS  iX-3'-  «Col.  i.rz.  ' 

«»r  ,Whf  *•*»■»  of 

when,  from  ,he  Cro,V  a ‘,"dS  f‘'™a  ,  '°,,he  end  of  time  i  «*  hour 
which  wathed  away  ,’he  «vUtTofnt^fa^ns’”  ^  *“.*?*“«>  ' 

.  Sermon jvc , 
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Sortie  may  afk,  Could  not  God  have  faved  us5 
without  his  Son’s  incarnation,  obedience,  and  fuffer- 
ings,  in  our  nature  and  place,  or  without  a  fatisfac- 
tion  ?  I  anfwer,  it  does  not  appear  to  me,  that  he 
could,  in  a  conliltency  with  the  honour  of  his  juftice, 
truth,  and  holinefs.  There  was,  indeed,  infinite 
power  in  lum,  before  he  made  the  world;  and  fo, 
likewife,  there  w'as  vindictive  juilice  in  his  natuie, 
before  ever  there  was  any  fin  to  punifli.  This 
cannot,  I  think,  be  denied,  without  allowing  of  an 
abfurdity,  namely,  that  he  is  capable  oi  changing. 
And  his  effential  jufiice  made  it  neceffary,  that  if 
ever  finners  be  faved,  full  fatisfafition  be  made  for 
their  fins  :  othefwife,  while  he  glorified  his  mercy, 
he  would  have  injured  hi;  jufiice,  Goa  had  engaged 
his  truth,  in  denouncing  the  threatening  (x)  :  and  it 
cannot  reafonably  be  (uppofed,  that  he  fhould  act 
contrary  to  his  own  folemn  declaration  and  lenience  : 
this  would  not  have  been  confident  with  the  per¬ 
fection  of  his  nature,  and  the  honour  of  his  govern¬ 
ment.  Should  he  have  glorified  his  mercy,  in  par¬ 
doning  and  favmg  finners,  without  a  fatisfa&ion  for 
their  fins,  after  fuch  a  fentence,  as  that  juft  referred 
to  he  would  have  rendered  himfelf  unfit  (to  fpeak 
with  reverence)  to  be  trufted  or  regarded.  But  in 
the  way  of  our  falvation,  deviled  by  his  infinite  wh- 
dom,  all  the  divine  attributes  are  fecured  from  injury 
and  reproach.  His  holinefs,  jufiice,  and  tiuth,  aie 
glorified  in  Chrifi’s  fatisfaftion  ;  and  his  mercy  in  our 
falvation.  Mercy  and  Tiuth  are  met  together ,  Rigkteovf- 

B  . . . 

(r)  Gbn.  ;i. 
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PT  ia'Vemd eaCh  Ar  in  method  Of 

■  n'°r  a:,Ce-  Merc>'  re,°ns  in  righteoufSft, 
“  .b'  ^-ver  *  and  falvatL,  on  the 

ground  ofChrUl*.  fatisfatfion  W.  0  dejith  »f  1 

riches  both  of  the  ivifdom  and  knowledge  of  God  '  (a ) 

evt  ente  to  Support  that  convidlion,  that  Chrif- 

,S/r  a  CU"ninglV  deV,Ted  fab,e-  but  the  only 
certain  theme  of  a, vine  mercy,  eftab.lifl.ed  in  the 

perfon  of  Chnft,  whereby  fallen  guilty  man  may  be 

pardoned,  reliored,  and  faved.  In  the  fcriptures  we 

fee,  that  Jefus  Chrift  ,s  the  only  channel  .in  which 

falvation  flows  ;  the  centre  where  all  the  lines  offal- 

vat, on  meet  f  the  ladder  by  winch  we  mav  climb  to 

heaven;  the  plank  on  which  we  mav  efcape  to  there- 

h  the  C  hrt&an  religion  be  defenfible,  there  is  none 
,  ,  1  a  -sos )  «*der  haven  given  among  men, 

•whereby  we  muji  be  faved  lb).  A-d  that  it  ir  c 
t  j  1  r,  ,  v  ;  a  mat  it  is  ciefenfi- 

blei  ^as  often  been  proved  and 

f.l(:[f,s.  ...  .  P°'ea>  and  might  again,  to  the 

r'f  f0n  °f  ren°US>  thinking,  unprejuced  perfons. 

,  ''Vl  S‘1Ce  ,s  c!ear’  P°werful,  and  permanent  as  the 

G°d-  The  Chriftian  religion  takes  in  all 
tedoQrines  and  duties,  principles  and  rules,  ofna- 

t  ral  religion.  Whatever  is  agreeable  to  right  rea- 

.  f  a';d  that  reaf<)11  could  dilcover  as  matter  of  duty 

flwT  f°d’  °“r  ”eigbbO0rS’  a”d  ourle1'  es ;  this  the 
New  Tellament  takes  in,  and  eftablifhes.  In  a  word 

rt  contains  the  mod excelient  fyftem  of  morals  in  the’ 
Tnue  is  nothing  valuable  in  ail  the  writings 


of 


(*)  Rom<  iiL  25-  (a)  Rom.  xi.  33„ 

(6)  Adsdv,  12. 


(jr)  Pfa,  Ixxxv.  10. 


of  the  Heathen  pbilofophers,  but  what  is  to  be  found 
in  theCbridian  religion.  All  the  laws  of  judice,  cha¬ 
rity,  meeknefs,  gratitude,  patience,  and  all  the  r eft, 
that  they  have  recommended  in  their  books,  are  re¬ 
commended  by  Chrid  and  his  Apodles,  in  a  better 
light,  delivered  with  greater  authority,  and  enforced 
with  higher  motives  and  arguments,  than  the  mod: 
admired  and  famous  fages  among  the  Heathens  poffi- 
bly  could  do.  It  happily  fuppiies  all  the  defeats  of 
natural  religion,  or  the  light  of  nature.  Indeed,  had 
men  preierved  their  integrity  and  purity,  the  light  of 
nature  would  have  taught  them  their  duty,  in  the 
whole  compafs  and  latitude  of  it,  without  any  fuper- 
iiatural  revelation  :  But  mankind  being  fallen,  human 
nature  is  fo  much  depraved,  and  human  reafon  fo 
much  impaired,  that  it  is  very  defective,  and  infufH- 
cient  to  direct  us  in  all  the  concerns  of  religion. 
There  are  twro  points,  in  which  it  leaves  us  hopelefs 
and  helplefs,  and  at  an  utter  Iofs  ;  namely,  the  right 
manner  of  worfhipping  God,  and  the  terms  on  which 
tinners  may  aduredly  expedt  and  find  acceptance 
with  him.  But  the  Chridian  religion  fuppiies  thefe, 
and  all  the  other  defedts  of  natural  religion. 

In  the  New  Tefiament,  we  have  the  hidory  of  the 
completion  of  many  ancient  prophecies,  the  verifica¬ 
tion  of  many  dark  types  and  figures,  and  a  mod  exadt 
and  remarkable  correfpondence  with  the  whole  fy- 
ftem  and  defign  of  the  Jewifh  inditution  ;  in  which 
there  is  a  perpetual  reference  to  the  Mediah  to  come  s 
at  whom  aimed  all  its  rites  and  ceremonies,  and  mod 
of  its  predictions,  do  manifedly  point.  The  writings  ' 
of  the  New  Tedament  allure  us,  that  Jefus  Chrid 

B  a  came 
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came  into  the  world,  and  that  all  the  prophecies 
were  fulfilled  in  and  by  him,  that  did  exprefsiy  refer 
to  his  life  and  paffion,  according  to  the  clear  fenfe  of 
the  Jewith  doCiors.  They  allure  us,  that  he  came 
into  the  world  at  the  time  and  period  fixed  by 
Daniel’s  prophecy  ;  in  the  manner  foretold  by  Ifaiah 
and  Jeremiah,  being  conceived  and  born  of  a  virgin; 
and  that,  by  a  wonderful  interpofition  of  providence, 
he  was  born  at  Bethlehem,  the  place  from  whence 
was  to  come  forth,  He  who  was  to  be  ruler  in  Ifraeh 
Thefe  writings  affure  us,  that  he  came  of  the  nation, 
tribe,  and  particular  family,  from  which  it  was  pro- 
phefied  he  fliould  defcend,  being  of  the  feed  of  Abra¬ 
ham,  the  father  of  the  Jewifh  nation,  the  tribe  of  Ju¬ 
dah,  and  family  of  David.  His  circumilances  of  life, 
dodfrine,  miracles,  bufferings,  death,  burial,  and  re- 
lurreCfion,  exa&ly  anfwered  the  prophecies  concern¬ 
ing  them  ;  In  fhort,  he  anfwered  all  thofe  characters, 
which  the  prophets  of  former  ages  had  given  of  the 
Median.  The  Old  and  New  Teldament,  have  a  mu¬ 
tual  dependence  upon,  and  give  mutual  tedimony  to, 
the  truth  of  each  other 

The 

*  u  The  fcherae  of  Prophecy,  confide  ed  in  its  frit  opening,  its 
gradual  advance,  and  its  final  ana  tail  completion  in  the  advent, 
the  miniltry,  the  death,  and  refurre&ion  of  the  Mefliah,  and  the 
extenfve  prog  refs  of  the  gol'pel  among  the  Gentiles,  together  with 
its  bleffed  influence  on  individuals,  focieties.,  countries,  and  the 
whole  race  of  mankind:  is  an. object  the  greateft,  and  molt  lublime, 
that  imagination  can  conceive;  and  the  mod  pleafng  and  impor¬ 
tant  that  the  human  mind  can  contemplate.” 

Rev.  Dr.  White's  Sermons,  at  Brampton  LeBure ,  p.  307. 

For  a  view  of  the  accomplilhment  of  fcripture  Prophecies,  the 
reader  may  confuit,  with  great  advantage,  bilhop  Newton’s  Differ- 
tations,  Brown’s  Haimony  of  the  Scripture  Prophecies,  and  Hiltory 
of  their  Fulfilment  j  and  Simplon’s  fvey  ta  the  Prophecies, 
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The  miracles  which  our  Saviour  wrought,  were 
inconteftible  proofs  of  his  divine  commiffion,  and  a 
confirmation  of  the  truth  of  his  doarine.  When  he 
entered  on  his  public  miniftry,  he  declared,  that  he 
was  come  with  a  commiffion  from  God,  to  accom- 
plifii  the  work  of  man’s  redemption  and  falvation  : 
and  for  a  proof  of  his  commiffion,  and  confirmation 
of  the  doctrine  he  preached  in  purfuance  of  it,  he 
wrought  many  miracles  ;  L  e.  he  performed  many 
amazing  works,  evidently,  and  confefledly,  above 
all  human  power  and  tkill  to  effedt  *.  Thefe  he 
wrought  in  an  inftant,  and  ufually  by  fpeaking  a 
word  :  in  places  of  the  moft  public  refort,  in  cities, 
and  fynagogues,  and  open  fields;  in  the  prefence  of 
multitudes  of  his  enemies,  as  well  as  friends.  And 
in  all  his  moft  public  miracles,  there  was  always 
foms  clrcumftanee  or  other  which  plainly  the  wed, 
that  they  were  intended  lor  the  conviction  of  thole 
who  faw  them.  Further,  his  refurredtion,  or  rail¬ 
ing  himfelf  from  the  dead,  was  the  g  reate  ft  mira¬ 
cle  he  wrought  ;  and  whatever  arguments  are 
brought  for  the  certainty  of  it,  are  lo  many  reafons 

B  3  for 

*  Our  Saviour  raifed  the  dead,  Jairus’  daughter— -the  widow  of 
Naim’s  ton,  as  they  were  carrying  him  to  his  burial — a,nd  Lazarus, 
after  he  had  been  dead  four  days.  Theie  are  proper  miracles  : 
railing  the  dead  is  above  /ill  the  natural  powers  and  capacities  even 
of  the  angels  themfelves.,  though  they  excel  in  ftrength  ;  it  is  the 
perogative  of  God  atony,  Rom.  iv.  17*  If  a  man,  or  an  angel,  caq 
raife  the  dead,  he  m^y  as  eafily  make  men,  for  it  requires  the  lame 
power  to  reftoie  lifif,  as  to  give  it  :  if  he  can  turn  water  into  wine, 
he  can  create  the  vine  ;  and  if  he  can  cieate  any  vegetable  or  ani¬ 
mal,  he  may  by  the  fame  power,  form  whole  worlds ;  if  he  can 
do  all  this,  he  muft  be  omnipotent,  abd  fo,  be  God.  On  this 
ground  we  ought  lo  reafon,  as  Nicodemus  juftly  did,..  Rabbi ,  w 
know  thou  art  a  teacher  come  from  God:  for  no  man  can  do  tbef  mi¬ 
racles  that  thou  doejiy  except  God  be  with  hitti.  John  iii.  z. 
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for  our  belief  of  his  dodlrine  :  for  if  he  was  declared 
to  be  the  Son  of  God  with  power,  by  his  refurre&ion 
from  the  dead,  as  the  Apodle  afferts  he  was  (c),  there 
can  be  no  room  left  for  any  rational  men  to  doubt  of 
the  truth  of  whatever  he  came  to  teach.  Thefe  mi¬ 
racles  wrought  by  Chrid,  were  fuch  attentions  from 
God,  as  plainly  confirmed  the  doarine  he  preached. 
For  it  is  impoffible  for  the  God  of  truth,  toatteft  a 
falfehood,  or  to  fupport  a  forgery  by  his  almighty 
Power.  Would  he  concur,  by  the  power  of  mira¬ 
cles,  with  an  impodure,  and  own  a  perfon  who  only 
abufed  him,  and  deceived  mankind  ?  We  cannot  fup- 
pofe  fo  great  an  abfurdity,  and  what  is  evidently  in¬ 
confident  with  the  perfe&ions  of  God’s  nature,  and 
with  his  moral  government  of  the  world. 

The  illudrious  triumph  God  gave  the  gofpel  at 
its  fird  publication,  is  worthy  of  our  attention  and 
faith.  The  Apodles  were  honoured  with  amazing 
fuccefs,  though  they  had  no  fecular  terrors  to  affright 
them,  no  fecular  rewards  to  bribe  them,  no  dazzling 
eloquence  to  enchant  them  :  On  the  contrary,  the 
want  of  thefe  were  pleaded  againft  them.  Yet  their 
tedimony  was  received,  and  their  converts  were  fo 
M{y  *atisfied  with  the  evidence,  which  the  Apodles 
gave  them  of  their  divine  million,  that  they  encoun¬ 
tered  great  perfection,  and  cheerfully  ventured 
edate,  liberty,  and  life  itfelf,  on  their  perfuadon  of 
the  truth  of  the  fa&s  they  afferted.  And  their  con-' 
verts  were  not  a  few  ;  James  fpeaks  of  the  myriads 
of  believing  Jews -(d).  And  we  read  of  -Chridian 

churches 
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G)  Ads  xxi.  20. 


m 

churches  in  Rome,  Corinth,  Ephefus,  Cofoffe,  Thef- 
falonica,  Philippi,  Laodieea,  Smyrna,  Philadelphia, 
Sardis,  Thyatira,  Phrygia,  Crete,  Pontus,  Galatia, 
Cappadocia,  Ada,  and  Bilhynia,  and  in  many  other 
places ;  infomuch  that  one  of  the  Apodles  could  fay, 
that  Chrid  had  To  wrought  by  him,  as  to  make  the 
Gentiles  obedient,  not  only  in  word  and  profeffion, 
but  in  deed  too,  and  that  from  Jerufalem  round  about 
unto  Illyricum  ( e )„  The  fuccefs  was  amazing,  and 
will  appear  fo,  if  we  confider  the  low  education  of 
the  Apodles,  and  that  all  the  learning  and  wit  of  the 
Greeks  and  Romans  were  employed  to  ridicule  the 
gofpel  they  preached,  and  run  it  down  ;  and  that  the 
princes  and  potentates  of  the  earth  drew  their  fvvords, 
again  ft  it,  and  armed  their  legions  for  the  dedrudtion 
of  the  profetfors  of  it.  Had  the  inddel  wits  of  our 
age  feen  the  Apoftles,  and  a  few  other  plain  men, 
who  had  been  educated  among  the  lowed  of  the  pec* 
pie,  going  out,  armed  with  nothing  but  faith,  truth, 
and  goodnefs,  to  encounter  the  power  of  princes,  the 
bigotry  or  prieds,  the  learning  of  philofophers^  the 
iage  of  the  populace,  and  the  prejudices  of  all  j  they 
would  have  derided  the  attempt,  and  faid,  as  San- 
baLat  did  long  before,  IThat  will  thefie  feeble  Jews- 
d°  ?  (fi)  But  had  they  feen  the  event,  furely  they 
mud  have  owned,  with  the  Egyptian  Magi,  in  a  lefs 
illudrious  miracle,  That  it  was  the  finger  of  God  (g). 
This  illudrious  triumph,  this  amazing  fuccefs  of  the 
goipel,  at  its  drd  publication,  evidently  argues  an  ex¬ 
traordinary  interpofition  of  God  in  its  favour,  or  as 

Luke. 
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Luke,  the  hiftorian,  expreffes  it,  that  the  hand  of  the 
Lord  was  with  the  affiles ,  and  To  a  great  number  believed , 
and  turned  to  the  Lord  (//). 

And  he  that  believe  th  on  the  Son  of  God,  hath  the  witnefs 
in  himfelf  (/)  ;  hath  an  internal,  experimental  evi¬ 
dence  of  the  truth,  excellency,  and  efficacy  of  the 
Cbriftian  religion,  in  his  own  foul.  The  gracious 
change  of  his  nature,  prevailing  purity  of  his  heart, 
inward  peace  and  confolation,  and  ardent  breathings 
of  his  foul,  after  the  full  image  of  God  on  earth,  and 
the  complete  enjoyment  of  God  in  heaven,  is,  to 
himfelf,  a  witnefs  of  the  truth  of  Chriftianity.  He 
has  the  knowledge  of  Jalvation ,  by  the  rcmifjion  of  his  finsfi) : 
the  face  of  God,  which  paffeih  all  under  funding  (/),  ill 
his  confcience  ;  and  the  love  of  God  fiied  abroad  in  his' 
heart ,  by  the  Holy  G/iof,  which  is  givc?i  unto  him  (m). 
Hence  he  has  fuch  an  affurance  of  God’s  love  to  him, 
m  Jefus  C'h rift,  that  he,  in  the  confidence  of  faith, 
aided  by  the  Spirit  of  God,  cries,  Abba  Father  *;  the 

S fir  it' 

(/;)  A«£ls  xi.  2r.  (/)  r  Joh  v.  to.  (Jt)  Luke  i..  77 . 

(/)  Rom.  v,  i.  ( m )  Rom.  v.  5. 

*  The  Apoftle  fays,  Ye  are  ail  the  children  of  God ,  hy  faith  in 
Chrif  Jefus,  Gal.  iii.  26  ;  admitted  into  this  honourable  and  happy 
relationship  to  the  bleffed  God,  by  believing  in  Chrift.  And  be- 
c-aufe  ye  are  fans,  God  hath  fent  forth  the  Spirit  of  his  Son  into  your 
hearts  ;  crying ,  Abba ,  Father ,  Gal.  iv.  6  :  that  is,  difpofing  and 
enabling  the  ions  of  God,  to  pray  with  filial  confidence,  and 
hojy  acdour.  Both-  thefe  are  implied:  filial  confidence  in  the 
word  Father  ;  holy  ardour,  or  vehemency  of  defire,  in  the  doubling 
of  the  word  Abba,  Father ;  that  is,  Father,  Father:  for  the  word 
Abba,  fignifies  Father.  The  word  is  ufed  in  two  different  lan¬ 
guages  ;  Abba,  a  Syriac  word,  the  common  language  of  the  Jews, 
at  that  time  ;  Father ,  Pater  in  the  original  text,  ufed  among  the 
Greeks,  or  Gentiles  ;  to  Shew,  that  this  is  the  common  privilege  of 
all  the  fons  of  God,  in  all  nations  and  tongues  ;  who  approach  before 
God,  with  holy  confidence,  and  yet  with  becoming  reverence,  as 
children  do  to  their  earthly  fathers. 
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Sjilrit  itfslf  beareth  witnejs  with  his  fur  it,  that  he  is  a 
child  of  God  (n)  ;  he  has  fellow/hif  with  the  Father ,  and 
nxsith  his  Son  Jefus  Chrijl  (o)  :  And  thus  is  he  introduced 
into  the  fpiritual  world,  and  has  an  intercourfe  with 
eternity.  The  foul  has  fpiritual  fenfes,  as  well  as 
the  body  has  natural  ones  :  hence,  we  read  of  hear¬ 
ing  Chrift’s  voice  fi),  feeing  his  glory(^),  tafting  his 
goodnefs  (r),  and  fuelling  his  ointments  {f)  ;  and 
thete  fenfes  are  the  only  medium,  by  which  an  inter¬ 
courfe  between  Chrifi:  and  our  fouls  can  be  opened 
and  maintained  5  faving  £iith  cannot  fubfift  and  a6i 
without  them.  If  material  objects  cannot  be  per¬ 
ceived  by  man  in  his  prefent  fate,  but  through  the 
medium  of  one  or  other  of  his  bodily  fenfes,  by  parity 
of  reafon,  fpiritual  obje6ts  cannot  be  difcovered,  but . 
through  one  or  other  of  the  fenfes  which  belong  to  the 
inward  man.  God  being  a  Spirit,  cannot  be  wor¬ 
thipped  in  truth,  unlefs  he  is  known  in  fpirit.  You 
may  as  foon  imagine,  how  a  blind  man,  by  reafoning 
on  what  he  feels  or  taftes,  can  get  true  ideas  of  light 
and  colours,  as  how  one  who  has  no  fpiritual  fenfes 
opened,  can,  by  all  his  reafoning  and  gueffing,  attain 
an  experimental  knowledge  of  the  invifible  God. 
Till  profefiors  fee  the  neceffity  of  believing,  in  this 
manner,  they  ref:  in  a  refined  form  of  godlinefs.  To 
the  confidence  of  the  Antinomians,  they  may,  indeed, 
join  the  high  profeffion  of  the  foolifh  virgins.  J  hey 
may  even  crown  their  partial  alien t  to  the  truths  of 
the  gofpel,  with  the  zeal  of  the  pharifees,  and  the  re¬ 
gularity 

(V)  Rom.  viii.  16.  (0)  1  John,  i.  3.  (Ji)  John,  x.  3. 

(?)  40,  (r)  1  ii*  (/)  Song  iv.  IQ, 
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gufaritv  ofmoralife:  but  ftill  they  flop  fliort  oT  (he 

■new  creation,  the  new  birth,  tile  life  of  God,  in  the  foul  of 

man.  Nay  more,  they  fumble  at  fome  of  the  moft 

important  truths  of  Chrifiianity,  and  think  the  riifco- 

veries,  that  found  believer's  have  of  Ohrid,  and  the 

ip. ritual  world,  are  enthufiafiical  delations,  or,  ;,'t 

lead, extraordinary  favours,  which  they  can  very  well 

do  without.  Thus,  even  while  they  allow  the  power 

° 1  S°dl™efs  in  oihers.  Urey  reft  fatis/ied  without  ex- 
■perieiicing  it  in  tlmmfe-Ives 

3.  Thi's 

*  lre  *?•  .  John  Fletcher’s  Very  valuable  Letters  on  the 

Spiritual  Mamfqjlatton-of  the  Son  of  God.-— Letter  lit. 

To  confirm  the  truth,  that  a  regenerate  foul  has  his  fob-; 
tua  fenfes  opened,  and  made  capable  of  difcerning  what  belones 
}°  fp1  ritual  world,  as  a  new-born  infant  has  fts  fenfe,  ui 
locked  ana  begms  to  fee,  hear,  and  tafte,  what  belongs  to  the 
material  woiid  into  which  it  enters,  the  fame  late  pious  author 
m  t*e  fame  letter  «  I  fhall  add  the  teftimony^f  our  own 
exceHent  chuich.  As  foe  ftriftiy  agrees  with  the  fermture  le 
martes  alfo  fiequent  mention  of  fpiritual  fenfations,  and  you  know 

*h£/r£  a°”a  neCre  ;nlJ  !  w She  prays,  that  God  would 
g  uf  a  due  fenTe  01  h>s  meli unable  love  in  the  redemption  of 
the  world  by  Our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift’  (*).  She  begs,  that TeCuId 

make  us  know  and  feel  there  13  no  other  name  than  that  of  Te^us3* 
wheieby  we  mud  be  fYvpd*  o:  i 

fpp|  <  fL  k  T  She  a®rras,  that  true  penitents 

/  k  ^,en  0t,  t<heir  finS  *n tolerable;’  (A  that  godly  perfons 
/  {  *n  themfelves  the  workings  of  Chrift’s  Spirit L)  that  ‘  the 
fir  Pleienrly  fpeaks  to  us  in  the  feriptures,  to  the  great  and  end 
<  Sor  ,0rt  °f  Wh°  haVe  m Yfeel/nS  of  God  in  the*  at  all-’  fot- 
H  mf  n  f  \  ,mward!y>  the  Holy  Ghoft  inflaming  their  hearts 

who  h  fea‘  °Ve  f  God’  and  that  they  are  miferable  wretches 
-  have  no  feeling  of  God  within  them  at  all:  (e)  and  that  <  if 
w Q  feel  the  heavy  burden  of  our  fins  prefling  our  fouls  and  to  ment 

K «  fr“r  °f  d;ad’>  Ml>  and  damnation, ’we  muft  tt 

churrl.*  7  ‘  t,  1  o'  the  eyes  of  our  heart.'  (/)  Our 

«  f’  ?at  tU'e  ftith  is  »«  i"  mouth  and 

outward  friofeffion  only,  but  liveth  and  Jtirreth  inwardly  in  the 

heart, 

% n  fftfftt  (f\  °ff“  >  th!  ■  <‘>  Communion. 

<f\  JtJ  A  e-  (0  Horn,  on  certain  hlace%  of  ferihture 
if)  2  Born,  on  the  faff  on.  .  ■  J  Jcrrl'ture' 


3-  This  feeping  in  Jefus ,  fuppofes  alfo  a  compli- 
ance  with  the  terms  of  the  gofpel,  the  terms  upon 
which  falvation  is  ottered  That  there  are  certain 
terms,  or  conditions,  in  the  gofpel,  to  be  complied 
with*  in  order  to  enjoy  falvation  by  Jefus  Chrift,  is 
evident  from  the  whole  tenor  of  Revelation.  John 
the  Baptift,  the  forerunner  of  our  bleffed  Saviour, 
came  preaching  in  the  wildernefs  of  Judea,  fay  ing, 
Repent  ye  :  for  the  kingdom  of  heaven  is  at  hand  :  and  he 
infilled  on  thole,  who  came  to  his  baptifm,  to  bring  forth 
fruits  meet  for  repentance  (/)  .  Our  Saviour  fays  of  him- 
jeh,  I  am  come  to  call  fnners  to  repentance  (u).  And,  after 
rns  refurrecf ion,  he  left  tins  in  charge  vvith  his 
ApOiues,  teaching  them  to  obferve  all  things  rvhat  foever  he 
had  commanded  them ,  that  repentance ,  and  remijion  of  fins , 
Jaould  be  pie ac tied m  ids  name ,  among  all  nations  :  and. 


for 


if)  Matt.  iii. 


i,  z — 7,  8.  (u)  Matt.  ix.  13. 


heart,  and  that  if  we  feel  and  perceive  fuch  a  faith  in  11s  we  mud 
rejmee  :  (|)  that  ‘  conedtion,  though  painful,  bringeth  with  it  a 
tfeoi  Gods  goodnefs  :  (h)  that,  ‘  if  after  condition,  we  feel  our 
confidences.  at  peace  with  God,  through  the  rem  ffion  of  0111  fin,  it 
is.  God,  who  worketh  that  great  miracle  in  us;’  and  (he  pravs, 
}hat’  as  th,s  knowledge  ano  feeling  is  not  in  ourfeives,  and,  -aj; 
ry  ouifelves,  it  is  not  poffible  to  come  by  it,  the  Lord  would” 
give  us  grace  to  know  tbefe  things,  and  fed  them  in  our 
heart,.  (/)  She  begs  that  ‘God  w.uld  affid  us  with  his  Holy 
vjpiut,  that  we  may  hearken  to. the  voice  of  the  good  Shepherd  ’  (k) 
Sne  fets  upon  afkmg  continually  that  the  Lord  would  ‘  lighten  Jr, 

itkJr  3na  us  lrom  the  tw0  heavieit  plagues  of  P  aroab, 

hUndneJsy  and  hardnefs  of  hea/td  (/)  And,  the  affirms,  that.  ‘  if 
we  will  oe  profitable  hearers  of  the  fcriptures,  we  mud  keep  under 
our  carnal  fenjes,  taken  by  the  outward  words,  feared  the  inward 
meaning,  ana  give  place  to  the  Holy  Ghod,’  whole  peculiar  office 
it  is  io  open  our  fpi.itual  fenfes,  as  he  opened  Lydia’s  heart.”  (f) 

(g)  on  Faith,  if  and  ylfiart.  (h)  Horn,  on  the  fear  of 

zdPart-  0  )  Horn,  for  Rogation  -week,  3d  Jar  t.  Ik)  Horn. 

71  Repent.  %d part.  (/)  Even.  Prayer  and  .Lit (my  s  (m\,  H ohu 
on  certain  Places  oj  Serif .  J  .  V  ^ 
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Vc  . 

for  their  encouragement,  he  fays,  And  to,  lam  with 
you,  and  your  fuccefiors  in  office,  faith,  and  practice, 
alway ,  even  unto  the  end  of  the  world  ;  confirmed  with, 
an,  Amen  (x).  In  confequen.ce,  and  by  virtue  of 
which,  the  Apofiles  went  forth,  after  the  day  of  Pen- 
tecofi,  and  preached  every  where,  that  men  Jhould  repent , 
and  turn  to  God,  and  do  zuorks  ?neet  for  repentance,  the 
Lord  working  with  them,  and  hearing  them  witnef ,  and 
confirming  the  word ,  hath  with  figns  and  wonders,  and 
njjith  divers  miracles,  and  gifts  of  the  Holy  Ghofi  (y)  , 
Man  having  revolted  from  his  Maker,  broken  his 
laws,  defpifed  his  authority,  abufedhismercies,  and  in¬ 
curred  his  heavy  difpleafure,  he  mud,  upon  the  gofpel 
fcheme,  be  fenfible  of  his  immoral  condudt,  forry  for 
his  numerous  offences,  renounce  the  evil  of  his  ways, 
and  return  unto  God  by  true  repentance,  or  he  can¬ 
not  be  pardoned  and  laved.  Repentance,  according 
to  the  late  excellent  Bifhop  Horne,  implies,  light  in 
head,  foriow  in  the  heart,  confeffion  in  the  mouth, 
and  reformation  in  the  life  The  Holy  Spirit  con¬ 
vinced  the  world  of  fin  (%)  ;  produces  godly  furrow 
in  the  heart  (a)  ;  leads  to  confeffion  in  the  mouth, 
and  reformation  in  the  life  (bj. 

Faith  toward  our  Lord  jefus,  is  as  requifite  unto 
falvation,  as  repentance  lo-voard  God  (c) .  Our  Saviour 
faid  unto  his  Apoftles,  a  little  before  his  afeenfion 
into  heaven,  Go  ye  into  all  the  world,  and  preach  the 
gofpel  to  every  creature  :  He  that  belicvetli,  and  is  baptized > 
/hall  be  faved  j  but  he  that  oelieveth  not ,  /hall  be  damned  ( dj . 

Repentance, 

.  \  ‘  * 

(„y)  Matt,  xxviii.  20.  Luke  xxiv.  47.  (  y)  Mark  xvi.  20  AS.s 

xxvi.  20.  Heb.  ii.  4.  (z )  John  xvi.  8.  {a)  2  Cor.  vii.  XQ. 

(£)  Prov,  xxviii.  13.  (c;  A&s  lx.  21.  (J)  Mark.  xvi.  i6. 


Repentance,  however  genuine,  and  future  obe¬ 
dience,  however  perfedl,  cannot  atone  for  the  crimes 
we  have  already  committed.  Natural  religion  can¬ 
not  furnifh  a  remedy  for  guilt.  Man  has  finned,  is 
guilty,  and  has  a  fearful  looking  for  of  judgment.  The 
Cbridian  religion  alone  provides  us  a  Saviour,  to 
fave  us  from  our  fins,  and  all  obligation  to  punidi- 
ment.  This  Saviour  is  received  by  faith.  True 
faith  accepts  of  Chrid,  as  a  prophet  and  king,  for 
indrudb'on  and  government  5  as  well  as  a  pried,  for 
judification,  and  falvation  ;  but,  as  it  judides  the  du¬ 
ller,  it  fixes  folely  on  him  as  a  pried.  As  it  was  in 
the  priedly  office  or  Chrid  only,  that  thejudice  of 
God  found  complete  fatisfadiion  for  fin  ;  fo  it  is  in 
that  only  that  God  propoGs  him  to  our  faith,  in  order 
to  our  judification  by  his  righteoufnefs  :  Whom  God 
hathfet  forth  to  he  a  propitiation  *,  through  faith  in  his 
blood  (e) .  Faith  views  him  as  atoning  God,  fatisfying 
judice,  and  expiating  fin,  by  the  tacrifice  of  himfelf. 
By  grace ,  procured  by  Chrid  of  the  Father,  are  ye 
faved ,  through  faith;  not  of  works ,  left  any  man  fhould 

C  loafl. 

(e)  Rom,  iii.  25. 

*  The  wore \  propitiation t  properly  fignifies  the  mercy -J, 'eat.  The 
Apoftle  alludes  to  the  mercy-feat  under  the  Jewifh  difpenfation, 
which  was  a  fignal  type  of  Chrid  The  mercy-feat  was  in  the 
holy  of  holies,  and  placed  between  the  lhechina,  the  fymbol  of  the 
divine  prefence,  and  the  ark,  wherein  was  the  law;  the  one  was 
above,  and  the  other  below  the  mercy-leat,  which,  as  it  were, 
covered  the  broken  law  from  the  eye  of  God.  It  was  from  above 
the  mercy-feat,  that  God  fhewed  himfelf  propitious  to  his  peo¬ 
ple,  as  being  appealed  by  the  great  propitiatory  facrifice,  of¬ 
fered  on  the  day  of  atonement,  with  the  blood  of  which  the  mercy- 
feat  was  fpiinkled  once  a  year.  Heb.  ix.  1 1 — 14. 
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boaff*  (f).  Being  juftified  by  faith,  we  have  peace 
with  God ,  through  our  Lord  Jefns  Chriji  (g).  In  the  Lord 
Jhall  all  the  feed  of  Iftrae  l  be  juftified \  and  Jhail  glory  {Ji )  in 
him,  by  whofe  righteoufnefs  they  are  faved.  There~ 
fore,  fahation  is  o/FaITH,  that  it  might  be  by  grace  (i). 
And,  as  he  that  believe th  on  Jefus,  is  not  condemned ,  but 
has  pardon,  peace,  and  everlafting  life ;  To,  on  the 

other 

{ f )  Eph*  ih  8.  9.  (g)  Rom.  v.  1.  (h)  Ifa.  xlv.  25. 

(1)  Rom.  iv.  16. 

*  Some  may  object  here,  and  fay,  Though  the  Apoftle  Paul  fays 
We  ar  ejuflified  by  faith ,  yet  the  Apoftle  James  fays,  that  by  works 
a  man  is  jujiified ,  and  not  by  faith  only ,  James  ii.  24.  To  this  I  an- 
fwer,  The  two  Apoftles  had  to  do  with  different  forts  of  peifons, 
fpeak  of  different  forts  of  faith,  and  of  different  forts  of  juftifi- 
cation. 

St.  Paul  had  to  do  with  felf-jufticiaries,  Pharifees,  who  trufted 
to  the  works  of  the  law,  done  without  faith  in  Chrift,  as  meritorious 
of  juftification  in  the  fight  of  God,  and  fubftituted  their  own  works 
in  the  place  of  Chrift’ s  merits ;  thefe  the  Apoftle  Paul  told,  that 
finneis  are  juftified  before  God,  by  faith  alone  in  Chrift.  The 
Apoftle  James  had  to  do  with  licentious  libertines,  who  contented 
themfelves  with  a  bare  fpeculation,  or  mere  outward  profeflion,  of 
the  Chriftian  leligion,  without  holinefs  of  life;  on  thofe  he  preffed 
the  neceffity  of  good  works. 

The  faith  St.  Paul  fpeaks  of,  is  a  living  faith,  a  vital  operative 
principle,  produdtive  of  gofpel  holinefs  and  obedience  :  The  faith 
James  fpeaks  of,  is  a  dead  faith,  a  dead  empty  notion  in  the  head, 
that  produceth  no  good  works  in  the  life. 

The  jufification  St.  Paul  fpeaks  of,  is  juftification  before  God,  by 
which  a  man  has  his  fins  forgiven  him,  is  conftituted  righteous  in 
his  fight,  and  entitled  to  eternal  life  :  The  juf  if  cation  St.  James 
fpeaks  of,  js  a  dedarative  juftification  before  men,  or  the  declaring 
and  evidencing  to  the  world,  by  our  works,  that  we  are  juftified 
beffre  God.  The  former,  is  by  a  vital  faith  ;  the  latter,  by  good 
works  :  that  is,  the  holinefs  of  our  lives  is  declarative  of  the  truth 
and  reality  of  our  faith,  and  of  our  juftification  before  God  by  it. 

If  we  read  with  attention  St.  Paul’s  Epiftles  to  the  Romans  and 
Galatians,  and  St.  James’s  General  Epiftle,  we  fhall  fee  that  St. 
Paul  affert^,  that  all  works  of  ours,  both  in  whole  and  in  part,  are 
excluded  from  being  our  juftifying  righteoufneft  before  God  ;  and 
that  St.  James  afferts,  that  good  works  aie  neceffary  to  evidence  to 
ouifeives  and  other,  that  we  are  of  the  number  of  God’s  juftified 
ones.  Good  works  do  this,  as  th'  y  declare  our  faith  to  be  un¬ 
feigned,  a  faith  of  the  l  ight  kind,  and  as  they  fhew  our  union  to 
Chrift  to  be  real,  that  we  are  one  fpirit  with  the  Lord. 
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other  hand,  he  that  helieveth  not ,  is  condemned  already , 
hecaufe  he  hath  not  believed  in  the  name  of  the  only  begotten 
Son  of  God ;  and  the  wrath  of  God  abideth 
on  him  (k).  He  that  believe  th  not ,  while  his  ft  ate  of 
probation  in  this  world  Iafts,  Jhall  be  damned ,  in  the 
world  to  come  :  be punifhed  with  everlasting  de¬ 
struction*,  from  the  prefence  of  the  Lord ,  and  from 
the  glory  of  his  power  (l ) . 

4.  And,  laftly,  this  fleepingin  jefus ,  fuppofes,  con- 
ftancy  in  the  faith  and  profeffion  of  the  gofpei,  pro- 
grefs  in  holinefs,  and  perfeverance  to  the  end. 
Many  things  eonfpired,  to  {hake  the  confidence,  and 
overthrow  the  faith,  of  thofe  that  now  reft  in  Jefus* 
after  they  firft  believed  :  fuch  as,  the  number  of  bad 
examples,  the  prevalency  of  error,  the  corruption  of 
their  own  nature,  the  blandifliments  of  fenfe,  the  in- 
finuations  ofcompany  and  acquaintance,  the  fophiftry 
©f  pretenders  to  reafon,  in  oppofition  to  revelation, 

and 

(k)  J°hn  iii,  18— 2,6.  (1)  1  ThefT.  i.  9. 

Here,  fome  perfons  may  afk,  How  can  it  be  confident  with 
the  juftice  of  God,  to  punifh  the  transient  a£ts  of  fm  with  eternal 
mifery  ?  To  this  I  anfwer,  1.  The  evil  and  demerit  of  fin  is  not 
to  be  meafured  by  the  time  in  which  it  is  committed,  z.  The  evil 
of  fin  is  inconceivably  aggravated  by  the  majefly  of  Heaven, 
againft  whom  it  is  corpmitted.  3.  There  are  none  fent  to  hell, 
but  who,  could  they  have  lived  for  ever  on  earth,  would  have  finned 
for  ever.  4.  The  finally  impenitent,  carry  all  the  malignity  of  fin 
along  with  them  into  hell,  and  there  they  continually  fin  againft 
God.  5.  Hell  was  the  firmer  s  own  choice;  not  formally  or  inten¬ 
tionally,  but  virtually  and  interpretatively ;  for  they  may  be  faid  to 
chufe  the  end,  who  chufe  the  means  that  are  neceffarily  con¬ 
nected  with  it.  6.  Since  a  God  of  unexceptionable  juftice  and 
equity  has  threatened  the  v/icked  with  eternal  mifery ;  there  muft 
furely  be  fuch  a  malignity  in  fin,  as  bears  a  due  proportion  to 
fo  dreadful  a  punifhment.  7.  And  as  God  hath  threatened  the 
wicked  with  this  punishment,  it  muft  be  owned,  he  can  infliCt  it, 
©onftftent  with  the  perfections  of  his  own  nature. 
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and  the  confidence,  wit,  and  banter,  of  athieftieai 
feeders,  at  a  future  date  of  recompences : — All  thofe 
worldly  obje&s,  that  are moft  apt  to  affed  us,  through 
(he  medium  of  carnal  fenfe,  or  weak  pufiion  ;  fuch  as, 
Aches,  and  pleafures,  and  honours,  on  the  one  hand  ; 
and  adisciion,  pain,  poverty,  difgrace,  and  perfecu- 
i(Qn,  on  the  other  — -And  the  mighty  forces,  of  the 
princes  ot  all  the  infernal  legions,  who  throng  the 
dir,  and  darken  heaven,  and  croud  this  lower  world  ; 
formidable,  becaufe  numerous,  invifible,  politic, 
powerful,  malicious,  and  of  unwearied  application, 
to  dedroy  the  fouls  of  men,  Now  faith,  which  is  the 
fuhjianee  of  things  hojied  for,  the  evidence ,  or  conviction, 
of  things  not  feen  (m)  ;  which  fubdantiates  things  not 
feen,  brings  didant  objeCts  near,  and  makes  them  ftand 
true  in  the  mind,  jud  as  the  object  we  look  at  is  in  the 
eye,  the  form  we  love  ever  in  the  memory,  where 
leeolleCtion  clothes  it,  and  tancy  gives  it  a  thoufand 
charms  (n)  ;  now  faith,  I  fay,  gave  them  the  victory. 
By  this,  they  faw  the  emptinefs,  uncertainty,  diort- 
nefs,  and  difappointing  nature  of  all  worldly  good 
things;  and  the  ihort  continuance  of  the  trials,  trou¬ 
bles,  and  fufferings  of  the  prefen t  life;  and  looking 
forward,  they  had  a  clear  and  affecting  view  of 
eternal  happinefs  and  mifery  :  and  fo  were  dimu- 
iated  with  motives  much  more  forcible  to  induce 
them  to  keep  on  in  the  way  of  duty,  than  any  worldly 
consideration  could  he  to  draw7  them  from  it.  And 
alfo,  by  this  faith,  there  w7ere  affured  of  fuch  divine 
aid  and  fuccour,  as  would  be  fufficient  to  enable  them 

fo 


(m)  Heb.  xi.  i. 


(n)  Robinfon’s  Village  Sermons,  p.  321.' 
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to  overcome  tire  grealeft  difficulties,  and  triumph  over 
the  moft  formidable  enemies,  rn  the  road  to  ete.na 
life  By  faith,  therefore,  they  who  now  Jleep.  in  Jelus, 
not  only  profeffed  godlmefs,  and  endured  tor  a  tea- 
fon,  but  perfevered  in  well-doing  ;  and  as  they  fit  _ 
lived  to  God  by  faith,  and  walked  in  bis  way  tnrougu 
life  by  it,  fo  they  d.ed  in  it,  looking  for  the  mercy  of  ou, 
Lord  Jefus  Chfift  unto  eternal  life  (u) . 

Having  confidered  what  fee/ting  in  Jefus  fuppofes, 

I  now  come,  m  the  Second  place,  to  Ihew  what  it 

implies. 

And  we  are  not  to  fuppofe,  when  the  body  dies, 
that  there  is  a  ceffation  of  progreffive  motion  m  the 
whole  man.  The  Apoftle’s  detcnpUon  of  the  dea  n 
of  the  righteous,  or  faithful  fervants  of  God,  is,  that 
they  Jleep  in  Jefus.  By  this  metaphor,  the  happy  deatn 
„f  good  and  holy  perfons  is  often  exprefied  in  fcr.p- 
lure.  So  David,  Solomon,  Jchothaphat,  anc  eze- 
kiah,  in  the  Old  Teftament,  are  faid  to  have  fallen 
ajlcejt.  And  our  Lord  tries  it  of  Lazarus,  rn  the  New 
Telianrenf,  Our  friend  La%&rits  s  L  E  E  a  e  i  H  (o)  ,  tna 
is,  he  is  dead.  And  the  Aptrffle  Paul,  when  (peak¬ 
ing  0f  the  refurreaion,  fays,  We  full  not  ad  sleev, 
that  is,  we  (hall  not  all  die ;  but  we -fall  all  be 
changed  (Jt)t  it  is  meant  of  thole  w  ho  Aral!  be  alive  at 
Chrift’sVecond  coming.  It  is  ulual  witn  tie  m  pire 
writers  to  exprefs  the  death  of  the  faints  by  the  term 
Jlee/i  But  here  we  mud  confider,  that  tins  fue[i 
Sates  only  to  the  body,  and  not  at  all  to  the  foul 

C  3  1  here 

(n)  Jude  21.  ( °J  J°hn  x*’  TI* 


(ji)  i  Cor.  xv.  51. 


so 

There  is  a  foul  in  man,  diftinft  from  the  hoc \f 
And  the  foul  is  the  principal  part  of  man,  according 
to  that  of  Hier  odes,  Thy  foul  is  Thee,  thy  body  Thine,  and 
ihy  outward  goods  thy  Body’s.  The  body  is  the  habita¬ 
tion  of  the  foul,  and  the  only  internment  by  which  it 
if8'  The  body  is  folid>  extended,  inert,  and  divifi- 

bie;  the  foul  is  poffefled  of  the  powers  of  fenfation, 
perception,  retention,  confcioufnefs,  refiedion,  rea- 
lon  and  will  *  Thefe  powers  are  fo  great,  that  we 
can  explore  nature,  fpan  the  furface  of  the  earth, 
dive  into  its  capacious  feas,  and  there  difcover  the 
numerous  progeny  of  the  watry  tribe  We  can 
travel  through  our  own  fpherical  fyftem,  from  planet 
to  planet,  tell  their  dimenhons,  meafure  their  dis¬ 
tances,  and  follow  them  through  their  various  revolu¬ 
tions  We  can  pafs  the  boundaries  of  our  own,  and 
climb  into  other  fyftems;  and  from  thence  into  eter¬ 
nity  itfelf:  afcend  from  caufe  to  caufe,  from  the  crea¬ 
ture  to  the  great  Creator,  who  is  the  Firft  Caufe  of 
<dl  things,  and,  with  eyes  of  faith,  gaze  upon  that 
glorious  luminary  of  the  moral  w'orld,  and  plunge, 
amazed,  overpowered,  and  delighted,  into  the  infi¬ 
nite  abyfs  of  his  divine  perfedHons. 

The 

*  ^’.e  Powers  of  the  foul  take  in  objects  of  all  fizes ;  yet  they 
aie  not  in  the  foul,  as  bodies  in  a  material  place,  where  the  greater 
take  up  more  ipace  than  the  lefs  :  for  the  thought  of  a  mile,  or  ten 
thou  land  miles,  doth  no  more  fill  or  ftretch  the  foul,  than  that  of  a 
loot,  or  an  inch,  or  a  mathematical  point.  And  whereas  all  matter 
as  its  parts,  and  thofe  extended,  one  without  another,  into  length, 
ana  breadth,  and  thicknefs,  and  fo  is  meafurable  by  inches;  yards, 
or  iohd  meafur.es  ;  there  is  nothing  of  meafurable  extenfion  in  any 
timg  belonging  to  the  foul,  neither  length,  nor  breadth,  nor  thick - 
meis  ;  not  is  it  poffible  to  form  an  idea  of  a  foot  of  thought,  a  yard 
oi  reaion,  a  pound  ot  wifdom,  or  a  quart  of  virtue. 

See  Scott’s  Chrijtian  Life,  zd  edit.  vol.  v.  fi,  14, 
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The  foul  is  immortal  in  its  own  nature:  It  once 
began  to  be,  but  will  never  ceafe  to  exifl.  When 
the  whole  length  of  time  is  elapfed,  it  will  live  in  im-= 
mortal  vigour,  and  its  exigence  run  parallel  with  the 
duration  of  eternity.  It  is  of  the  fame  nature  with 
angelic  beings ;  a  pure,  unmixed,  Ample  fubffance, 
altogether  fpiritual  and  immaterial,  not  compounded 
of  corruptible  principles,  or  confiding  of  diffimilar, 
jarring,  feparate  parts;  and  fo  has  nothing  in  its  na¬ 
ture  that  tends  to  a  ditfolution.  The  death  of  the 
foul  cannot  be  effected  by  fecond  caufes  *  ;  and  God, 
the  Firfi  Caufe,  the  Father  or  Creator  of  the  foul, 
hath  allured  us,  he  will  never  deprive  it  of  its  exig¬ 
ence.  Some  of  the  Heathen  philofophers  attribute  a 
proper  eternity  to  the  foul;  but  fay  that  it  was  torn 
off  in  time,  from  the  fubflance  of  God,  and  would  in 
time  be  again  refolved  into  that  fubflance.  This  they 
explained,  by  a  veffel  filled  with  fea-water  ;  which, 
fwimming  awhile  upon  the  ocean,  does,  on  the  vef- 
fePs  breaking,  flow  in  again,  and  mingle  with  the 
common  mafs.  We  are  greatly  indebted  to  God  for 
^Revelation,  which  allures  us  of  the  future,  difiindl, 
and  perfonal  exiflence  of  the  foul. 

Now  it  is  quite  oppofite  to  the  nature  of  the  foul, 
and  its  effential  properties,  to  JleeJi  in  the  grave  with 

the 

*  The  following  lines  of  the  celebrated  Mr.  Addifon,  are  ftrongly 
and  beautifully  defcriptive  of  the  immortality  of  the  foul— 

The  foul,  fecur’d  in  her  exiftence,  fmiles 
At  diffolution,  and  defies  its  power. 

The  ftars  fhall  fade  away,  the  fun  himfelf 
Grow  dim  with  age,  and  nature  fink  in  years  j 
But  thou  (halt  flourifli  in  immortal  youth — 

Unhurt,  amidft  the  war  of  elements, 

The  wreck  of  matter,  and  the  crafh  of  worlds. 
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the  body.  It  is  not  capable  of  fleeping,  it  is  efTen- 
tially.  vital  and  a&ive  ;  it  always  a<5is,  and  cannot  but 
ad.  The  foul  is  a -thinking  being;  and  thought  is  as 
effential  to  it,  as  extenfion  is  to  the  body*.  Our 
fouls  are  awake,  when  our  bodies  are  afleep,  as  ap¬ 
pears  from  our  dreams  and  vifions  in  the  night;  they 
are  in  action,  when  our  bodies  are  at  rell.  Confciouf- 
nels  enters  into  the  very  effence  of  the  foul,  and 
is  infeparable  from  its  being ;  and  therefore,  it  is 
impollible  it  tliould  fall  afleep. 

That  the  foul,  at  the  death  of  the  body,  does  not 
fall  afleep,  appears  evident  from  fcripture  leftimonies; 
Solomon,  fpeaking  of  death,  fays,  Then  fall  the  duft 
return  to  the  earth  as  it  was ,  and  the  fiirit,  or  foul,  fall 
return  u?ito  God  who  gave  it(j^)t  that  is,  at  oeatn,  the  ma¬ 
terial  body  goes  downward  into  the  grave,  and  the 
foul,  the  fpintual  part,  returns  immediately  to  God, 
to  be  judged  and  difpofed  of  by  him.  The  words  of 
our  Saviour  are  decifive  in  this  cafe  :  he  fays,  Fear 
not  them  which  kill  the  body ,  but  are  not  able  to  kill  the 
soon:  but  rather  fear  him,  which  is  able  to  defir  oy  bath 
foul  and  body  in.helly).  From  which  we  learn,  that  the 
one  may  be  killed,  while  the  other  is  alive  ;  and  from 
which  we  are  to  conclude,  that  the  foul  is  out  of  the 
reach  of  perfecutors,  that  fecond  caufes  cannot  kill 

it 

(q)  Eccl.  viii.  7.  (rj  Matt.  x.  28. 

In  the  fourth  volume  of  the  Memoirs  of  the  Liteiary  and 
Philofophical  Society,  of  Manchefter,  the  leader  will  find  a  very 
valuable  paper,  by  Dr.  Farrier,  proving,  by  evidence  apparently 
complete,  that  every  part  ol  the  brain  has  been  injureu,  \\  ltnouc 
affedting  the  adl  of  thought;  the  reafomng  of  which  memoir,  being- 
built  on  matters  of  fadt  and  experience,  appears  to  have  fhateen  the 
modern  theory  of  the  Materialifts  from  its  very  foundation. 
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it,  that  it  cannot  die,  and  that  it  exifts,  after  the 
death  of  the  body,  in  a  feparate  date,  either  ofhap- 
pinefs,  or  mifery,  according  to  its  behaviour  in  the 

body. 

Befides,  it  is  clear  to  a  demonftration,  that  this 
was  the  fettled  perfualion  of  the  primitive  Chriftians; 
The  Apoftie  Paul  tells  the  Corinthians,  Jdhil/lwe 
are  at  home  in  the  body ,  we  are  abfent  from  the  Lord . 
Here  the  Apoftie  represents  himfelf  and  companions, 
and  all  holy  Chriftians,  as  belonging,  in  different  re- 
fpe&s,  to  two  feveral  countries.  By  their  natural 
birth,  and  while  they  live  in  the  mortal  body,  they 
belong  to  this  world.  Here  they  came  into  being, 
and  this  is  at  prefent  their  refidence.  So  that  it  may, 
on  thefe  accounts,  be  called  their  home  in  the  body. 
But  then,  as  they  are  new-born,  bom  of  God,  they 
belong  to  another  and  better  country,  where  Chrift, 
their  Lord,  dwells ;  this,  as  faints,  is  their  more  pro¬ 
per  home.  Now,  while  in  the  body,  in  this  world, 
they  are  abfent  from  the  Lord,  in  the  other.  The 
Apoftie  thews,  how  they  were  abfent  from  the  Lord; 
For  we  walk  by  faith, ,  not  by  fight  :  i.  e.  in  the  prefent 
ftate  and  world,  we  have- not  an  immediate  fight  of 
Chrift  our  Lord,  as  we  tliall  have,  when  in  heaven  ; 
but  walk  by  faith,  which  is  the  evidence  of  things  not 
feen.  God  hath  revealed  the  future  ftate  of  happinefs, 
and  hath  promifed  it  to  his  people,  and  upon  his  tefti- 
mony  they  believe  it,  and  on  the  foundation  of  his 
promife,  hope  for  it;  and  fo  walk  by  this  faith,  and 
are  faved  by  this  hope.  Faith  is  the  great  leading, 

influencing  principle  of  the  Chriftians  life  and  walk. 

Upon 
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Upon  this  principle,  he  is  able  to  fay,  Though 
the  heavenly  ftate  is  invifible  to  me,  while  in 
this  world,  yet  I  am  fully  perfuaded  of  the  truth 
of  if,  and  of  bappinefs  after  death  ;  and  that  when 
abfent  from  the  body,  I  Oiall  be  prefent  with  the 
■Lord  ;  (hall  certainly  enter  into  his  glory,  and  be  ad¬ 
mitted  into  a  ftate  of  immediate  vifion  and  enjoyment, 
upon  the  diffolution  of  my  prefent  frame.  The  cafe 

being  thus,  the  Apoftle  declares  which  of  thefe  he,, 
and  his  faithful  brethren,  would  choofe,  if  thev  had 

**«»•  »»«.**..  //v, 

to  abfent  from  the  body,  and  to  be  prefent  with  the 

ri*  (/)  >  e.  We  ftiould  be  much  better  pleafed, 
to  leave  the  body,  and  go  home  to  the  Lord • 
we  are  willing  to  die,  for  the  fake  of  being  with 
the  Lord  ;  this  is  what  we  approve  of,  in  our  mo  ft 
deliberate  judgment  of  things.  This  arofe  to  fuch  a 
pitch  in  this  Apoftle,  that  he  was  reduced  to  a  ftraifc. 
He  fays,  I  am  in  aftrait  betwixt  two,  having  a  defire  to 
depart,  and  to  be  with  Chrift ;  which  is  far  better  (t)  ;  i.e. 
His  willingnefs  of  further  fervice  to  the  church,  on 
©ne  fide  ;  and  his  defire  of  being  with  Chrift,  on  the 
other,  prefted  him  hard.  His  own  defire,  was  to  de¬ 
part,  and  be  with  Chrift :  this  he  accounted  far  better 
for  himfelf :  This  indeed  was,  of  all  other  things 
the  moft  delightful  to  his  foul,  and  the  proper  fatis- 
fadtion  of  his  higheft  hopes. 

Our  Lord  promifed  the  penitent  thief,  on  the 
crofs,  that  he  fliould  be  with  him  inparadife  that  very 
day  (a).  While  the  Jews  were  ftoning  Stephen,  he 

recommended 

(/)  a  Cor.  v.  6-8.  (/)  Phil.  ii.  3. 

(")  Luke  xxiii.  43.. 
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recommended  his  foul  into  the  hands  of  Chrift,  in 
thefe  words,  Lord  Jefus ,  receive  my  Jjiirit ;  and  hav¬ 
ing  faid  this,  he  fell  afleep, ;  i.  e.  he  died  ( x ).  And 
when  Lazarus  died,  he  was  carried  by  angels  into 
Abraham's  bofom  immediately;  that  is,  into  heaven, 
the  palace  of  God,  and  the  habitation  of  angels  and 
glorified  faints.  Saints  are  the  charge  of  angels  in 
this  world,  and  their  delightful  affociates  in  heaven, 
for  ever.  Abraham's  bofom ,  is  an  expreffion  that  de¬ 
notes  the  eafe  and  reft  that  holy  fouls  there  enjoy,  as 
a  child  in  the  bofom,  or  a  fhip  in  the  haven ;  and  alfo, 
the  dear  affection  that  glorified  fpirits  bear  to  one 
another. 

Now,  that  fleeji  is  a  very  proper  and  juft  reprefen- 
tation  of  death,  will  appear,  if  we  confider  the  agree-  . 
ment  between  the  two  ideas,  between  deep  and 
death.  And  firft,  they  that  are  afleep,  are  infenfible 
of  every  thing  thatpafles  without  them  ;  they  neither 
fee  nor  hear  any  thing,  their  fenfes  are  fo  clofely 
bound  up,  that  the  foul  can  have  no  communion  with 
external  objefh  :  In  like  manner,  they  that  are  dead, 
and  ftmt  up  in  the  grave,  have  no  farther  any  thing  to 
do  with  the  world.  This  is  reprefented  in  the  book 
of  Job,  in  an  elegant  manner  :  Thou  changefl  his  counte¬ 
nance ,  and  fendefi  him  away  His  fons  come  to  honour ,  and 
he  knoweth  it  not ;  and  they  are  brought  low,  but  he  fier - 
coiveth  it  not  of  them  ( y) .  They  know  not  any  thing  that  is 
done  under  the  fun  (%) ,  When  their  breath  goeth  forth ,  they 
return  to  the  earth  :  and  in  that  very  day  their  thoughts 
JieriJh  (a)  ;  i.  e.  their  purpofes  and  defigns  for  this 

world, 


(*)  A&s  vii.  59—60. 
in 


(j>)  Job.  xir.  20,  21. 
(a)  Pfal,  cxlri.  4. 


(2;)  Ecc.  ix.  5,  6. 


36 

world  ;  as  it  is  explained  in  Job,  My  days  are paft,  my 
purftofes  are  broken  off, \  tven  the  thoughts  of  my  heart  ( b) . 

Again,  they  that  are  afleep  are  at  reft..  While  we 
are  awake,  we  are  in  motion  and  bufinefs,  but  at 
night  we  retire,  and  go  to  reft:  So  the  dead  are  at 
reft  in  the  grave.  Hence  the  grave  is  compared  to  a 
bed,  they  Jhall  refi  in  their  beds  ( c ).  The  grave  is  the 
refling-place  of  all ;  their  bodies  there  reft  from  all 
manner  of  labour,  there  is  no  work  nor  device ,  nor  know¬ 
ledge,  nor  wifdom,  in  the  grave  (d).  The  good  Chrift 
tian  refts  at  death  from  every  thing,  that  was 
Eneafy  to  him  here  ;  from  all  the  difappointments  of 
life,  from  all  ficknefs  and  pains  of  the  body,  from  all 
oppreftions  and  perfecutions  of  wicked  men  ;  there, 
namely,  in  the  grave,  the  wicked  ceafe  from  troubling , 
and  there  the  weary  are  at  reft  (e) .  And  as  to  their 
fouls,  in  the  future  date,  there  is  nothing  to  difturb 
their  repofe,  or  interrupt  their  happinefs  and  joy  : 
they  reft  from  their  labours ,  there  is  no  more  for  row,  7ior  cry¬ 
ing,  neither  Jhall  there  be  any  more  pain,  for  the  former  things 
are  jiajffed  away  (f ) . 

And  alfo  the  fteep  of  the  body  is  not  perpetual ; 
we  deep,  and  wake  again.  Thus,  though  the  bodies 
of  the  righteous  deep  for  many  ages  in  the  grave,  as 
Abel’s  has  done,  yet  they  (hall  awake  again,  in  the 
morning  of  the  refurre&ion.  The  l aft  enemy  that  ftiall 
be  defrayed  is  Death  (g)  ;  as  it  is  written,  I  will  ranfom 
them  from  the  power  of  the  grave  :  I  will  redeem  them from 
death  :  O  death,  I  will  be  thy  plagues  ;  O  grave,  I  will 

\  •  .  be 

{b)  Job.  xvii.  ii.  (c)  Ifa.  Ivii.  2.  ( d )  Ecfc.  ix.  io.  (^"Job.  iii.  i*\ 
(/)  Rev.  xiv.  13,  and  xxi.  4.  (g)  1  Cor.  xv.  26. 
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he  tly  etc  function  (h) .  Though  after  my  fin,  fays  Job, 
worms  defray  this  body ,  yet  in  my  flefh  fall  I fee  God  : 
Whom  I  fall fee  for  myfelf  and  mine  eyes  fall  behold ,  and 
not  for  another  ;  though  my  reins  he  confirmed  within  me  (7  ). 
I  fall  be  fatisfied, ,  fays  the  Pfajmiit,  when  I  awake 
with  thy  hkenefs  (k  ).  The  Prophet  fays,  Thy  dead  men 
fall  live ,  together  with  my  dead  body  fall  they  arife  : 
awake,  and fing ,  ye  that  dwell  in  the  dufi  (l ).  And  as 
we  awake  and  rile,  after  a  found  deep,  much  re- 
frefhed  ;  Co  the  dead  in  Chrifl  fhall  rife  with  new 
vigour  of  nature,  and  with  capacities  much  enlarged 
and  improved.  This  is  reprefented  by  the  Apoflle* 
jn  one  general  view,  IT ho  fall  change  our  vile  body, 
that  it  may  be  fafioned  like  unto  his  glorious  body ,  accord* 
tng  to  the  working  whereby  he  is  able  even  to  fib  due  all 
things  to  himfelf  ( m ).  And  he  fpecifies  the  qualities  of 
the  raifed  bodies  of  the  faints,  in  four  particulars, 
namely,  It ,  i.  e.  the  body ,  is  fown  in  corruption ,  it  is  raifed 
in  incorru/ition  :  It  is  fovjn  in  difonour ,  it  is  raifed  in  glory  • 
It  isfozun  in  weaknefs ,  it  is  raifed  in  power  :  It  is  fown  a 
natural  body ,  it  is  raifed  a  fpiritual  body  (n). 

Chritl’s  refurre&ion  is  the  hrfi-fruits  of  them  that 
deep  *.  In  this,  we  have  a  demontlraiion  that  God 

D  is 

0  Hof-  xiIi*  r4-  (0  Job  xix.  26,  27.  (kj  Pfa.  xvii.  15. 

Ha.  xxvi.  19.  (m)  Phil.  iii.  21.  fnj  1  Cor.  xv.  42—44. 

*  Ch rift’s  refurre&ion  is  the  pledge  and  pattern  of  the  faints’ 
refurre&ion  :  and  as  he  is  the  head,  and  they  the  members  will 
infallibly  infer  it.  Therefore,  to  prove  Chrift’s  refurre&ion’  is  to 
prove  the  refurre&ion  of  the  faints.  And  the  refurre&ion  of  Cbriit 
is  confirmed,  not  only  by  his  friends,  but  alfoby  his  enemies.  Pi- 
late  gave  an  account  of  the  refurre&ion  of  Jefus,  and  the  miracles 
which  attended  it,  to  the  emperor  Tiberias,  and  the  Roman  fenate 
f”  whofe  records  the  account  was  entered  ;  to  which  records,  both 
lertullian,  Eufebius,  and  others,  appealed,  in  their  apologies  for 
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is  able  to  raiie  the  dead  ;  and  he  will  mod:  certainly 
do  it.  Chrid,  as  rifen,  arid  appointed  to  be  the  Judge 
of  ad  mankind,  will,  by  his  power,  bring  up  the  bo¬ 
dies  of  all  the  wicked,  his  enemies,  from  the  grave, 
to  receive  their  doom  from  his  mouth  :  but  the  faints 
fliaH  be  raifed  by  him,  as  their  Redeemer  and  Sa¬ 
viour,  in  the  way  of  favour,  in  order  to  their  full  feli¬ 
city,  and  to  Iiis  own  honour.  The  former  ill  all  be 
conff rained,  againff  their  will,  to  appear,  being 
brought  forth  as  malefactors  to  be  pun i died :  the 
other  (hall  chearfully  awake,  and  at  the  opening  of 
their  eyes,  break  forth  into  finging,  O,  death ,  where  is 
thy JUng !  O,  grave ,  where  is  thy  victory  !  Where  is  now 
thy  power,  by  which  thou  didtt  deprive  our  bodies 
of  life  when  on  earth  ?  O  grave,  where  is  now  thy 
dominion,  by  which  thou  didtt  fo  long  detain  us,  thy 
prifoners?  O  death  and  the  grave,  fo  cruel  as  to 
fpare  none,  and  to  ftrong  as  to  conquer  all;  from  the 
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the  Chriftians.  And  it  is  faid,  that  the  emperor  Tiberias  fo  far 
believed  the  report,  as  to  put  forth  an  edift,,  for  burning  fuch  alive, 
as  perlecuted  the  Chriftians,  if  thev  could  prove  nothing  againft 
them,  but  their  profeflion  of  Chriltianity.  We  have  fonaething 
every  year  like  the  railing  of  a  dead  body.  The  grain,  that  is  fown 
in  the  earth,  rots  and  dies  ;  yet  it  fprings  up  again  frefh  and 
green  ;  its  rotting  in  the  earth,  is  fo  far  from  being  an  hinderance, 
that  it  is  a  proper  and  necetTary  preparative,  to  its  riling  again.  And 
corn  doth  not  r  ife  in  the  fame  figure  in  which  it  was  fown,  but  it 
riles  in  the  fame  nature.  That  which  wa«  fown  wheat,  oats,  or 
barley,  or  other  g- am,  rifes  the  fame  ;  but  all  thefe  rife  with  ibilk, 
blade,  and  ear,  without  which  they  were  fown;  the  fame  in  lub- 
fiance,  but  not  in  condition  :  So  will  the  bodies  of  men  do;  they 
will  be  the  fame  in  fubflance,  but  they  will  have  different  qualities 
from  what  they  had  before.  And  though  the  fame  in  fubflance, 
yet  not  as  to  ail  the  fame  individual  numerical  particles,  of  which 
they  con  li  fled  before  they  died.  Theie  is  no  man  now  living, 
that  is  the  fame,  as  to  the  numerical  parts  of  his  body,  that  he  was 
feven  years  ago;  nay,  fome  particles  of  our  bodies  are  ftili  flying 
off  by  perfpiration,  and  new  ones  added  by  our  daily  aliment. 
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infant  to  the  aged,  from  the  peafant  to  the  king  on 
the  throne ;  ye  are  now  both  of  you  fo  perfectly  con¬ 
quered,  as  never  more  to  be!  And  thanks  be  to  GoJ , 
which  giveth  us  the  victory ,  through  our  Lot  d  Jefus  Chrij}. 

I  come  now,  in  the  Third  and  Last  place,  to 
confider  the  text,  as  defigned  to  comfort  furviving  re¬ 
latives,  on  the  death  of  their  friends,  that  they  forroiu  not , 
even  as  others  which  ha  ve  no  hope. 

The  Apoftle  here  has  an  eye  to  the  Heathen", 
who  looked  upon  the  dodrine  of  the  refurredion  of 
the  dead,  as  ablurd  and  irnpoftible,  Hence,  that 
queftion  of  the  Apoftle,  to  king  Agrippa,  Why  Jhould 
it  be  thought  a  thing  incredible  with  you ,  that  God  Should 
raife  the  dead  (o )  ?  Tertullian  obferves,  that  it  wras  de¬ 
nied  by  every  feet  of  the  Heathen  phiiofophers  :  with 
them  it  was  the  fubjed  of  ridicule  and  contempt. 
The  Athenian  phiiofophers,  of  the  Epicurean  and 
Stoic  feds,  mocked  the  Apoftle  Paul,  when  he 
preached  to  them  Jefus  and  the  refurredion  :  they 
were  fo  ignorant  of  this  doctrine,  that  they  took  Jefus 
and  the  refurredion,  to  be  the  names  of  fome  ftrange 
deities  they  had  never  heard  of  before,  Confequent- 
lyq  when  they  loft  their  friends  and  relatives,  they 
forrowed  without  hope,  having  no  certain  hope  of  a 
future  ftate  of  happinefs  for  good  men,  nor  of  the  re¬ 
furredion  of  their  bodies  to  eternal  life  at  the  laft  day. 
But  if  we  have  ground  to  believe,  that  our  relations 
died  in  the  faith,  and  Jleepi  in  Jefus ,  and  that  in  the 
morning  of  (he  refurredion,  they  (ball  awake  to  a 
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blefTed  immortality,  we  fljould  keep  our  forrow  for 
them  within  due  bounds. 

Let  us  obferve,  that  the  .Apodle  doth  not  forbid 
Chridians  a  moderate  forrow  for  the  death  of  their 
reiations  :  the  Chiidian  religion  has  no  tendency  to 
eradicate  our  paffions,  but  only  to  corredi  and  govern 
them.  Moderate  forrow  for  the  death  of  our  beloved 
relatives  is  very  confident  with,  nay  very  becoming 
our  Chridian  piofeffion,  and  is  due  to  their  memory, 
efpecially  if  they  were  pious.  Our  blefTed  Saviour 
himfelf,  who  was  never  guilty  of  the  lead  excefs, 
wept  over  the  grave  ot  Lazarus,  his  familiar  acquain¬ 
tance  and  friend,  infomuch,  that  the  Jews  hid, Beheld, 
how  he  loved  him  !  To  remain  unmoved,  when  we  fee 
a  father  or  mother,  an  hufband  or  wife,  a  brother  or 
dder,  an  intimate  acquaintance  or  friend,  die,  has 
Something  in  it  very  unnatural;  efpecially,  when  per- 
fons  ol  eminent  piety  and  ufefulnefs  are  removed  by 
death:  not  to  be  moved,  is  doical  apathy,  which  is 
pppofite  to  the  feelings  of  Chridianity.  It  is  only 
immoderate,  exeedive  forrow  for  the  death  of  our  re¬ 
lations  or  others,  that  the  .Apodfe,  in  the  text,  dif- 
fuades  from. 

Indeed,  the  Iofs  of  relatives  and  friends,  and  the 
appearance  of  their  lifelefs  bodies,  is  very  affedling. 
To  fee  a  face,  which  a  little  before  blefTed  us  with 
Trades,  now  covered  with  palenefs,  all  ghadly  and 
horrid;  the  fparkling  eye  funk  and  dghtlefs;  the 
mouth,  which  a  few  days  before  opened  with  wif- 
dom  and  authority,  now  elofed  in  fdence  ;  the  light 
of  life  extinguiflied,  and  ail  its  enjoyments  and  com¬ 
forts 


forts  at  an  end  ;  our  deareft  relatives  and  friends 
torn  away  from  our  embraces,  and  confined  to  the 
dark  and  Volitary  prifon  of  the  grave  is  a  gloomy 
and  forrowful  fcene  1  yet,  aided  by  revelation,  we 
can  follow  the  fouls  ot  our  pious  departed  relati 
and  friends,  to  a  clime  of  happinefs,  large  as  their  de¬ 
fires,  and  lading  as  their  duration.  Death  is  to  them 
their  palTage  to  God  :  as  it  is  the  conclufion  of  then- 
natural,  fo  it  is  the  beginning  of  an  eternal  hie:  it  is 
,l,eir  happy  releafe  from  ail  the  miferies  and  troubles 
of  this  prefent  evil  world,  and  their  introduclron  to 
all  the  pure  joys  and  unmixed  pleafurcs  of  the  hea¬ 
venly  ftate  :  it  is  a  dark  vale,  which  when  once  pair, 
opens  to  the  Chrifiiaji,  the  bright,  glorious,  and  per- 
manent  fcenes  of  a  world  of  perfect  light  and  confu- 
mate  felicity.  Oh  1  what  a  happy  change  does  the 
believer  in  Chrift  make  when  he  changes  worlds: 
His  death  is  the  period  to  all  his  toils,  and  the  ac- 
complifinnent  of  his  heft  withes :  lie  then  receives  the 
end  of  his  faith  and  hope,  the  compleat  falvation  ot 
his  foul,  and  the  laft  day  of  his  life  is  the  firft  ot  Ins 


glory. 

Though  pious  departed  relatives  and  friends  can¬ 
not  return,  to  live  with  us  on  earth  again,  and  blefs 
us  with  their  company,  example,  prayers,  and  ad- 
vice )  yet,  the  way  is  open,  and  wq  can  go  to  them. 
If  we  are  now  living  in  the  fear  and  love  c, f  God,  by 
faith  in  Jefus  Chrift,  we  are  on  our  way  to  them,  and 
the  time  of  reparation  (hall  not  be  long.  The  whole 
compafs  of  life  in  this  world,  is  but  a  ill o 1 1  fprvce. 

We  are  daily  making  the  journey  lefs.  The  profpeft 
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brightens  as  we  advance.  The  New  Jerufaleni  will 
(oon  appear  ,  by  faith  we  fee  the  city.  Its  inhabi¬ 
tants  view  us  with  wifnful  eyes,  and  wait  our  arri¬ 
val.  They  mark  our  weary  Heps,  behold  our  pain¬ 
ful  conflicts,  and  rejoice,  when  we  are  victorious, 
imd  when  the  hour  of  our  departure  arrives,  we 
ihail  embrace  each  other,  meet  together  above,  and 
part  no  more  for  ever. 

I  fliah  now  come  to  fpeak  a  little  of  our  deceafed 
and  much  refpected  friend,.  Mr.  Alpden  was  born  at 
.La.  wood,  in  this  neighbourhood.  He  was  edu- 
cated  at  Clithero,  under  the  tuition  of  the  Rev.  Mr. 
X*v  ilfon.  When  his  education  was  flniflied,  his  father 
bound  him  apprentice  to  the  prefen t  Dr.  St.  Clare 
Oi  Preflon,  who  then  reflded  in  this  towns :  and  a 
letter  from  the  Dodlor  to  him,  teflifles,  that  during 
Ins  apprenticefhip,  he  wTas  afliduous  in  bufinefs,  and 
moral  in  his  behaviour.  When  he  was  at  liberty  to 
aA  for  liimfelf,  he  went  to  London,  where  he  flayed 
but  a  little  while:  from  thence  he  went  to  Richmond, 
in  Surry,  and  was  with  a  Mr.  Charlton,  a  perfon  in 
gi  eM  pradlice ;  and  who  made  Mr,  Afpden  conflder- 
ableoflers  to  continue  with  him.  But  after  being  about 
twelve  monthsvin  the  fervice  of  Mr.  Charlton,  there 
bcdng  a  vacancy  at  Coin,  his  father  wrote  to  him,  and 
flrong/y  urged  him  to  embrace  it ;  and,  though  at 
that  time  he  preferred  the  fltuation  where  he  was, 
yet,  prompted  by  filial  affedfion,  and  parental  autho- 
iily,  he  gave  it  up,  and  gratified  his  father's  willies. 
He  went  to  Coin ;  where  he  was  fuccefsful  in  bufi- 
nefs,  and  much  refpeclcd  by  a  numerous  acquaint¬ 
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a  nee.  But  what  endeared  that  place  and  people  to 
him,  more  than  every  other  eonfideration,  was  his 
being  brought  to  the  having  knowledge  of  God  while 
he  was  there.  In  a  letter  to  a  friend  at  Coin,  which 
he  wrote  a  little  before  his  death,  after  fpeaking  of 
his  heknefs,  and  of  the  confidence  he  had  in  God, 
that  if  he  were  to  die  in  that  ficknefs,  that  he  fhould 
go  to  heaven  ;  he  fays,  44  I  now  remember  with  gra¬ 
titude  more  than  ufual,  the  mercies  which  God  bo¬ 
ll  owed  on  me  and  my  dear  wife,  when  at  Coin,  and 
I  fear  not  but  our  fmall  beginnings  there  will  end  in 
glory.  I’ll  praife  him  while  he  lends  me  breath.” 
.And  he  adds,  44  Forget  not  to  remember  me  to  all  my 
dear  Chriftian  friends  and  brethren  at  Coin  ;  when 
1  get  to  heaven,  I  fhall  praife  God  for  fending  me 
thither.” 

Me  joined  the  Methodifis  there,  in  the  year  1790, 
bel  ieving  that  a  union  with  them  would  be  of  great 
ad  vantage  to  him  in  a  fpiritaal  fenfe ;  which  he 
found  to  be  true.  Fie  fought  the  favour  of  God,  in 
Chrifl,  with  all  his  heart,  and  found  it,  which  enabled 
him  to  rejoice  in  God  his  Saviour,  and  praife  him  with 
joyful  lips.  This  experience  is  agreeable  to  the  word  of 
God;  and  the  excellent  liturgy  of  the  church  of  Eng¬ 
land  afferts,  that  God  pardonefh  and  abfolveth  all 
thofe  that  trulv  repent,  and  unfeignedly  believe  his 
holy  gofpel. 

Though  our  worthy  friend  was  peculiarly  happy 
in  his  connections  at  Coin  ;  yet,  when  he  had  been 
there  about  feven  years,  bodily  indifpofiiion  caufed  a 
local  feparation  between  him,  and  his  friends  and  ac¬ 
quaintances; 
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quaintances  ;  being  afflifited  in  body,  and  thinking 
Blackburn  a  more  favourable  fituation,  he  came  to 
live  in  this  town.  He  foon  became  a  very  confiden¬ 
tial  member  of  this  fociety  ;  and,  confequently,  was 
chofen  a  Leader  of  a  clafs,  and  was  much  relpected 
by  its  members;  was  eledted  a  Xrufiee  of  this  Cha¬ 
pel,  and  made  a  Steward  ot  the  whole  Circuit,  which 
takes  in  feveral  lelfer  locieties  connected  with  the 
Society  in  this  town.  His  genuine  and  fleady  piety, 
and  his  inceffant  efforts  to  do  good,  endeared  him  to 
nil  his  Chrifiian  brethren. 

In  the  line  of  his  profeffion,  his  conned! ions  were 
large,  and  his  conduct  almoft  unexampled.  When 
called  out,  particularly  on  the  midwifery  bulinefs,  it 
was  ufual  with  him,  either  before  or  after  delivery, 
to  acknowledge  God,  and  call  upon  him  for  help,  or 
return  him  thanks  for  mercies  received  ;  and  lo  di¬ 
rected  all  around  him  to  God,  in  Ghrift,  as  the  great 
Author  and  Giver  of  all  good. 

He  was  a  Member  of  the  Gentlemen  Cavalry  of 
this  town:  believing,  that  in  the  bible,  which  he 
made  the  rule  of  his  faith  and  practice,  religion  and 
loyalty  were  joined  together;  and  being  fenfible  of 
the  many  privileges,  both  civil  and  facred,  we  enjoy, 
under  the  reign  of  his  mod  gracious  Majefiy  ;  and 
hearing  and  feeing  gentlemen  come  rcrwaid,  and 
voluntarily  enrolling  and  embodying  themielves,  to 
ffand  by,  and  defend,  our  rights  and  privileges,  as 
men  and  Britons  ■,  he  thought  it  his  duty  to  join  them, 
which  he  did,  and  never  deviated  Uom  this  fenti- 
ment  to  the  laff. 
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I  come  now  to  the  concluding  fcene  of  his  life* 
About  three  months  ago,  he  was  attacked  with  vio¬ 
lent  and  threatening  fymptoms  of  the  diforder  which 
iiiued  in  his  dilfolution.  He  afterwards  defcribed  it, 
in  the  letter  already  mentioned,  as  follows  :  u  I  am 
at  prefeist  a  little  better,  but  fuch  are  the  flattering 
appearances  which  my  complaint  puts  on,  that  I 
cannot  yet  have  any  great  expectation  of  a  perfect 
recovery.  I  have  had  a  fever,  which  has  attacked 
me  very  irregularly,  in  the  afternoon  and  night,  and 
fometimes  very  feverely.  The  medical  gentlemen 
whom  I  have  confulted,  are  now,  I  think,  unanimoufly 
of  opinion,  that  it  is  of  an  hectic  kind,  which  kind 
accompanies  always  a  confumption  of  the  lungs.  A 
little  time,  however,  will  fliew  how  it  will  be  with 
me;  until  when,  I  intend  uflng  every  means  which 
men  in  repute  can  recommend  unto  me,  and  after¬ 
ward  leave  the  event.”  And  refpeding  the  flate  of 
his  mind,  and  his  views  of  futurity,  he  adds,  “  Since 
my  attack,  I  have  in  general  found  an  abundance 
of  peace.  I  am  furrounded  with  mercies ;  I  lack 
no  manner  of  thing  that  is  good  :  I  fee  no  caufe 
lor  complaining,  i  have  not  a  doubt,  but,  if  I  am  to 
go  in  this  ficknefs,  that  the  Lord  will  perledl  what  is 
lacking  in  my  foul,  and  fit  me  for  himfelf,” 

In  this  date  of  refignation  and  confidence  in  God, 
on  Monday  the  30th  of  September,  he  fet  out  for  Li¬ 
verpool,  intending  to  make  a  voyage  to  the  Me  of 
Mann,  which  a  gentleman,  of  great  medical  (kill,  had 
warmly  recommended  to  him,  as  the  laft  expedient 
in  his  cafe.  But,  alas  !  when  he  got  to  Liverpool,  his 

weaknefs. 


46 

w-eaknefs  was  To  great,  and  his  complaint  fo  rapid, 
that  it  was  judged,  by  gentlemen  of  the  faculty  there, 
very  improper  for  him  to  proceed,  and  who  urged 
him  to  return  home  immediately,  which  he  accord¬ 
ingly  did,  with  very  great  difficulty,  on  Thurfday 
the  13th. 

Has  relations  and  friends  now  began  to  give  up 
every  hope  of  his  recovery,  and  to  view  him  as  ffiortly 

to  leave  them,  and  become  an  inhabitant  of  another 
world.  He  was  refigned  to  his  fate;  his  placid  looks 
were  expreffive  of  the  confidence  and  ferenity  of  Ins 
foul.  He  knew  that  death  could  not  hurt  him?  that  it 
had  loft  its  fling,  and  was  difarmed  of  its  terrors  j  nay, 
that  in  drawing  afide  the  curtain  of  mortality,  it 
would  unvail  eternity  to  his  view',  and  open  a  free 
paffage  for  his  foul,  to  travel  to  his  redeeming  God, 
the  fociety  of  the  glorified,  and  the  full  fruition  of  his 
higheft  willies. 

On  the  Tuefday  morning  following,  he  had  a 
very  glorious  manifeftation  of  divine  love  to  his  foul, 
and  was  fo  unfpeakably  happy  as  to  praife  God 
aloud.  He  faid,  44  d  he  Lord  paffies  by  indeed,  and 
bleffies  my  loul.  What  an  amazing  fupport  is  it  to 
the  body,  as  well  as  the  mind  !  what  ffiould  I  do  now 
without  religion  ?  O  !  blefs  theLord  !”  O  religion  ! 
thou  defpifed  name,  what  art  thou  worth?  Thy  lov¬ 
ers  are  comfortable  in  life,  happy  in  death,  and  tri¬ 
umph  forevermore.  He  was  continually  lifting  up 
h4s  heait  to  God  :  and  faid  to  one  of  the  members  of 
his  clafs,  4‘  Thole  are  bleffied  w  ords  of  our  Lord, 
Peace  I  leave  veith  you ,  my  peace  I  give  unto  you  :  not  as 
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the  ivor Id  giveth ,  give  I  unto  you.”  And  of  himfelf  he 
faid,  “  Having  nothing ,  yet fffejjing  all  things .  What  a 
mercy  I  ever  knew  any  thing  of  God.” 

He  was  in  the  fame  fpirit  ali  the  fucceeding  days 
of  his  life.  He  often  faid  to  me  when  I  called  upon 
him,  My  foul  doth  magnify  the  Lord ,  and  my  fpirit  doth 
rejoice  in  God  my  Saviour.  On  Saturday  morning  he 
wifhed  a  hymn  fung,  and  joined  in  it  with  great  de¬ 
light:  and  at  prayer  repeatedly  exclaimed,  “  Glory 
be  to  God.”  It  was  a  profitable  feafon  to  thofe  pre* 
fe  nt.  On  Sunday  night  he  faid,  ii  My  heart  is  fixed ,  O 
God  my  heart  is  fixed ;  I  mill  fing  and  give  fraife. 

About  eight  o’clock  on  Monday  night,  at  which 
-  hour  he  altered  much  for  the  worfe,  he  faid  to  Mrs. 
Afpden,  in  the  prefence  of  many  of  his  relatives  and 
friends  who  food  round  his  bed,  u  I  know  I  mull;  die  : 
and  I  know  I  love  God:  and  I  know  I  love  Jefus 
Chrift  :  and  I  know  I  am  going  to  glory.”  And  he 
continued  talking  of  Jefus,  and  praifing  him  for  his 
goodnefs,  till  his  tongue  fo  faultered  that  he  could 
not  articulate  words.  He  made  one  remarkable  ef¬ 
fort,  in  fhewing  the  neceffity  of  having  our  robes 
walked  and  made  white  in  the  blood  of  the  Lamb  ; 
that  thofe  fo  w'afhed,  wmuld  be  admitted  through  the 
gates  into  the  city  of  the  New  Jerufalem  ;  and  that 
the  final  neglect  of  this,  would  be  attended  with  ine¬ 
vitable  damnation. 

After  this  he  died  apace,  breathing  fhorter  and 
fiiorter,  till,  at  half  pad  eleven  o’clock,  he  fell  afleefi 
in  Jefus ,  without  either  figh  or  groan,  and  his  happy 
foul  afeended  to  heaven,  to  be  for  ever  with  the  Lord  ; 

for 
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for  if  there  be  a  heaven,  he  is  in  it  (f).  His  death  is 
an  irretrievable  Jofs  to  his  worthy  partner,  is  much  re¬ 
gretted  by  his  friends,  and  is  fincerely  lamented  by 
the  public  at  large,  of  the  truth  of  which,  this  large 
and  very  refpe£iable  audience  is  one  proof.  May  hea¬ 
ven  fupport  thelurviving  relatives,  efpecially  the  Re- 
b<51  of  the  decea!ed,  anct  affift  them  to  look  forward  to 
the  heavenly  country,  where  he  now  is,  and  daily 
prepare  for  it :  and  may  we  all  be  followers  of  him, 
as  he  was  of  Chnft  5  that  when  our  days  on  earth  are 
gone,  our  reciprocal  attachment  to  each  other  in  time, 
may  be  confummated  in  eternal  glory  ;  that  when  it 
^ all  be  faid  of  us,  as  in  a  little  time  it  (hall  be,  they 
are  dead,  it  may  alfo  be  faid,  they  are  happy. 

f  Think.’ ft  thou  the  theme  intoxicates  my  fong? 

And  I  too  warm  i  00  warm  I  cannot  be. 

I  lov’d  him  much ;  but  now  I  love  him  more. 

---How  bleftings  brighten  as  they  take  their  flight 1 
His  flight  Philander  took;  his  upward  flight. 

It  ever  foul  afeended. 


